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CORRESPONDING MEMBER PROFESSOR ZHIVKO GALABOV:
LIFE AND SCIENTIFIC WORKS

Ad perpetuam rei memoriam

On 22 June, 2008, Bulgarian geographers commemorated the hundredth anniver-
sary of Professor Zhivko Spasov Galabov — a Bulgarian scientist, geographer, profes-
sor of Physical Geography and Geomorphology at Sofia University “St. KI. Ohridski”,
Corresponding member of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and founder of the [nsti-
tute of Geography, a long-standing Chairman of the National Committee of Geography
and of the Bulgarian Geographical Society. He devoted almost 60 years of his life to
the Bulgarian Geography which developed for four decades under his guidance. During
the period 1946-1984 he was the main author and editor who, with high precision and
impressive professional competence, contributed to the most important geographical
publications in Bulgaria. They continue to serve as classical examples and sources of
knowledge and experience, used by 2 or 3 generations of geographers and other special-
ists.

Professor Zh. Galabov’s contributions to the development of the major academic
centers of geography in Bulgaria are undeniable. He strengthened the position of Physi-
cal Geography at Sofia University, designed the structure of its basic courses and for
40 years taught almost all physical geographical disciplines, being at the same time,
for over 20 years, Head of the Department “Physical Geography”. He established the
Institute of Geography at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) and for 28 years
held the post of its Director. For three decades he was Head of the biggest section in
the Institute, named “Physical Geography” (since 1973 known as “Geomorphology and
Cartography”). He was a universally acknowledged authority on geographical science
in Bulgaria and the most respected Bulgarian geographer abroad.

Zhivko Galabov was born in the town of Plovdiv, in the family of a renowned
lawyer. After he finished the Grammar School in Plovdiv, he was admitted to Sofia Uni-
versity to study Geography. He was an unusually assiduous student, who accumulated
knowledge, far exceeding the scope of the obligatory syllabuses. He attended the lec-
tures, read by the founder of the Bulgarian Geography — Prof. Anastas Ishirkov, and by
the first Bulgarian qualified geomorphologist Prof. Zheko Radev. He took a profound
interest in Geography and its related sciences and his love of learning was remarkable
= he read everything available on the respective university disciplines and passed all
18 exams with excellent marks. He graduated in 1937 and worked for a while as an
assistant in the Central Institute of Meteorology, Sofia.
Recommended by Prof. Dimitar Yaranov, in 1938 Zh. Galabov was granted the
scholarship “Prof. Anastas Ishirkov” and went on a specialization course to the Sor-
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bonne, Paris (in the laboratory of Physical Geography and Dynamic Geology, run by
Prof. Emmanuelle de Martonne). There he worked with the eminent French profes-
sors G. Bourcarde and L. Luteau and participated in long geomorphological surveys
in South France and in the Central French Plateau. With his inherent studiousness, he
didn’t miss a single opportunity to get familiar with the development and concepts of
geography in West Europe.

After his return to Bulgaria (1939), again at the suggestion of Prof. D. Yaranov, he
was invited to be a voluntary assistant in the Institute of Geography at the University,
where he conducted some of the students’ practical classes. He started doing research in
his favourite Rhodopy Mountains which remained the focus of all his future investiga-
tions (this was the mountain where he made his last field expeditions in 1983). His first
scientific publication treated the neo-effusion in Gorna and Sredna Arda river basins
(1937). In 1941 he was elected Private Associate Professor of Physical Geography on
the basis of the research work, qualifying for an academic degree, *“Tectonics and Mor-
phology of the Karabalkan Rhodopy branch” (published in the “Bulletin of the Bulga-
rian Geographical Society”, book VIIL, 1940, p. 61-116). In 1943 he was involved in
the group of university lecturers who were sent on a mission to the newly established
university in Skopje in order to organize the teaching process during the academic year
1944/1945.

In 1946 with his second research work, qualifying for an academic degree, “Na-
ture and Content of the Physical Geographical Process” (published in “Sofia Univer-
sity Year-book™, Dept. of History and Philology, vol. XLV, 1949), Zh. Galabov was ap-
pointed full Associate Professor of Physical Geography at Sofia University. In October
the same year he was already in charge of the Department “Physical Geography”. In
this department (later on renamed into “General Physical Geography™) Zh. Galabov
had the greatest contribution to the establishment of its educational and research profile.
After he was conferred the rank of Private Associate Professor, he included lectures on
cartography in the courses of geomorphology, geography of the Mediterranean coun-
tries and biogeography. In fact, this was the first course of cartography in which the
emphasis was laid upon the geographical aspects of this discipline as well as on its
importance for geographers’ professional background.

In 1948 Assoc. Prof. Zh. Galabov was elected Corresponding Member of the Bul-
garian Academy of Sciences. Two years later he became full Professor and Vice Dean of
the History and Philology Department (1947-1950) and actively participated in the re-
structuring of Sofia University. In 1951 he suggested that geography should be removed
from the History and Philology Department to the newly established Dept. of Biology,
Geology and Geography (reorganized into Dept. of Geology and Geography and Dept.
of Biology in 1963) where he came into office as its first Dean. The content of the Uni-
versity geography was enriched with new specialized courses on General Climatology,
General Hydrology and Mathematical Geography. Thus, geography students’ training
embraced the whole set of the main physical geographical sciences. The lectures on
Geomorphology, Climatology and Hydrology were read entirely by Prof. Zh. Galabov.
The new syllabuses promoted the discipline on a wider basis and helped to overcome
the assumption that geography teaching was the overwhelming source of employment.
During the next syllabus revisions it was again Zh. Galabov who insisted that physical
geography courses should provide specialized training on geomorphology and carto-
graphy and on climatology and hydrology. For the first specialization he worked out
methodological courses on Applied Geomorphology and Geomorphological Mapping
and on Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology, which with insignificant transforma-
tions have remained in the present-day Master degree Program. Actually, they were the
last ones he read towards the end of his career as a university lecturer (1980).

Although Zh. Galabov taught for quite a short period Climatology, the only uni-
versity textbook he published was on General Climatology (1953). Climatologists still
consider it to be one of the best theoretically and methodologically structured books on
this discipline in Bulgaria.

Prof. Zh Galabov read lectures on Geomorphology not only in Sofia University
but also in the University of Architecture, Civil Engineering and Geodesy. Besides, he
delivered lectures on Geomorphology and Quaternary Geology and on Physical Geo-
graphy at the University of Mining and Geology and at the University of Forestry. He
was also a frequent lecturer in the Institute for Teachers’ Training.

Prof. Zh. Galabov’s lectures were always on a very high theoretical level and il-
lustrated the amazing erudition of the lecturer and scientist. As he shared in them his
personal research experience, they turned to be original and valuable methodological
guidelines.

As a geographer, Zh. Galabov combined successfully his research work and lectu-
ring activity which complemented one another in his academic career. All his students
and colleagues admitted that Prof. Zh. Galabov was an excellent lecturer because of
his brilliant scientific performance. On the other hand, they emphasized that he could
establish a reputation of a distinguished scientist because he had to keep abreast with
the whole system of physical geographical sciences for his successful teaching perfor-
mance.

Simultaneously, he was appointed Director of the Institute of Geography, BAS,
founded in 1950, and Head of its biggest section — “Physical Geography”. During
1972-1988, when attemps were made to integrate Sofia University and the Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, since 1973 for ten successive years he was at the head of the Sec-
tor “Geomorphology and Cartography” at the Center of Earth Sciences.

Prof. Zh. Galabov contributed a lot to the training of both the university students
and geographers doing research work. He supervised graduate students and chaired
commissions, organizing competitions for post graduate students, research associates
and assistants in the Institute of Geography and at Sofia University. Under his compe-
tent supervision 7 geomorphologists obtained a Ph.D. degree.

Prof. Zh. Galabon significantly promoted the school geography teaching. Being a
member of the Commission at the re-organized Ministry of Education, he did his best
to place geography in a better position as a school subject in the new syllabuses. He
was the main author and scientific advisor of physical geography textbooks for second-
ary schools (General Physical Geography for the 6" (8") grade in co-authorship with
B. Kostova and Il. lvanov, 1946) and for teachers’ institutes (Physical Geography of
Bulgaria, in co-authorship with Il. Ivanov, P. Penchev, K. Mishev and V. Nedelcheva,
1956 — it went through two more editions in 1962 and 1977). In these textbooks for the
first time the traditional and simple description was replaced by a consistent analysis,
aiming to reveal the regularities which govern the processes and phenomena under in-
vestigation and the formation of the physical geographical complexes. They were com-
petently written, easy to understand and contained a lot of pictures, maps and diagrams.
The textbook for secondary schools went through several editions and served as an
example for the new physical geography textbooks. The textbook “Physical Geography
of Bulgaria” was also used by Sofia University students. It was written on the basis of
its authors’ research and materials which turned it into a valuable monograph. In 1960
it was translated into Russian and gained in popularity abroad.

Zh. Galabov had great contributions to the elaboration and publication of the first
Bulgarian Geographical Atlas for Secondary Schools. He worked out 8 geomorphologi-
cal maps, among which was the first one about Bulgaria. This atlas is still taken as a
model in terms of its content and methodology.


































































































































































































































