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INTRODUCTION

Complex settlement systems of agglomeration or conurbation types are per-
ceived only due to the largest city centres which determine trends of social-eco-
nomic changes of a given system. Their metropolitan importance usually overrides
positions of the centres placed lower on the hierarchy ladder, both the current and
the potential ones. Generally it is assumed that small towns play the role of local
service centres for agriculture and the large ones are identified in many cases as
metropolis gathering numerous governing, financial functions and high-order ser-
vices. The typical division of the roles depending on the size class has been modi-
fied due to complexity of the settlement system or the time criterion. The purpose
of this paper is to show similarities and differences in formation of trends of socio-
economic changes in the medium-size towns in Katowice conurbation compared
to the towns from the other size groups. Particular attention has been paid to the
dynamics of population changes and selected characteristics of the labor market.
Such goal results from the insufficient knowledge of the role of medium size cities
in the period after the political system transformation. Medium size towns rarely
become the object of research and their role in the complex settlement systems has
not been studied yet (Runge A., 2002).

STAGES OF FORMATION OF THE KATOWICE CONURBATION

The Katowice conurbation comprises 33 towns concentrating half of the popula-
tion of the whole Silesia voivodeship (50.9% in 2008), covering 16% of its surface.
The spatial structure of the conurbation allows to distinguish three zones differing in
intensity and compactness of urban development and population density. They are:
the core, the inner and the outer zone of the conurbation (Runge, Zadrozny
1989, Rykiel 1997, Krzysztofik 2008). The core of the conurbation includes
nine large towns and seven medium-size ones. Large towns do not occur in the inner
zone. There are four medium size towns and eight small ones there. The outer zone
is less urbanized, as there are only four small towns there. The medium size towns
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build the core of the conurbation and also play the leading role in the outer zone. The
medium-size towns do not occur in the outer zone. Rural areas, which occur in major-
ity in the outer zone, have been disregarded in the current analysis.

Generally three stages of formation of the Katowice conurbation can be distin-
guished (Fig. 1):

1. Preindustrial development of towns in the outer and the inner zone of the con-
urbations. Most of the centers that remained after the feudal formation are now small
or medium size towns.

2. 19" century industrialisation accelerating foundation and development of
towns in the core part and in the outer one. Those towns are large and medium
size being the crucial elements of the settlement system. However, some of them
were granted town privileges significantly later (Sosnowiec, Dabrowa Goérnicza,
Jaworzno);

3. 20" century — the system was dominated by Katowice and final formation of
the conurbation occurred.

Hence, we are dealing with a reverse of the classical model of urbanization run-
ning centripetally as formation of the conurbation started from the outside zones
and ran towards the center of the system. Feudal towns located in the outer and the
border zones of the current conurbation core became the starting point of the ana-
lyzed settlement system. The whole conurbation center did not have a single city with
population over three thousand inhabitants at the end of the 18" century (Rajman,
1977). Until the first half of the 19" century, as a result of capitalist industrialization,
loose concentration of small mining and metallurgical centers were formed there,
which in the second half of the 19" century, influenced by development of railway
transport and technical progress in industry, started to transform into a huge urban-
industrial complex (Rajman, 1977). Bytom, Gliwice, Krolewska Huta, were the
fastest growing centres, Katowice was a bit slower, which appeared there as a “late
arrival” (Gw o sd z, 2005). The town privileges granted in 1865 allowed Katowice
to develop gradually sub-regional functions and becoming the main administrative
center of the province in 1922 helped it to achieve the highest potential of the popula-
tion. This was the final process of the formation of the conurbation.

Historical development of the settlement system of the analysed conurbations
not only had the centripetal nature, but its specific character mainly resulted from:

a) Cross-border location of the developing settlement system (partition of Po-
land, then the Polish-German borderland);

b) Great similarity of the functional structure of many centers in the system;

¢) Significant influence of central decisions on the direction of the economic
development during the period of central planning period (especially in the 1960s
and 1970s).

The presumptions presented here prove the need to pay attention to the problem
of the role of medium size towns in complex settlement systems, according to re-
search on the Katowice conurbation.
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Fig. 1. Stages of the Katowice conurbation formation (according to the periods of obtaining

town privileges) (accordingto Rajman, 1977, Krzysztofik,2007; Krzysztofik,

2008). Preindustrial: 1. the feudal period the 13%-14" centuries; 2. Renaissance period

the 15%-16" centuries. Industrial: 3. industrialisation in the 19" century; 4. the first half

of the 20™ century; 5. the second half of the 20" century. Territorial range: 6. Kato-

wice conurbation; 7. the conurbation core; 8. inner zones of the conurbation; 9. administrative
borders of towns an rural communes

MEDIUM SIZE TOWNS IN THE FORMATION
OF THE CONURBATION

There are 11 medium town centres within the conurbation which is different
from other settlement systems of such type both in Poland and Central Europe.
There are the following medium-size towns belonging to the conurbation core:
Piekary Slqskie, Siemianowice Slqskie, Swiqtochiowice, Bedzin, Czeladz, Jaworzno,
Mystowice; while Tarnowskie Gory, Laziska Goérne, Mikotow and Knuréw belong
to the inner zone. Their population is in the range of 20-100K of inhabitants as the
smallest one — Laziska Gorne is inhabited by 22.1K of people and the largest one
— Jaworzno by 95K. Generally medium size towns form the northern border of the
Katowice conurbation, beginning from Tarnowskie Gory, through Siemianowice
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Slaskie, Swietochtowice and expanding the zone towards E to Jaworzno. Popula-
tion exceeds 50K in all centres of the zone (only except Czeladz). Laziska Gorne
and Mikoléw, located in the inner zone of the conurbation, have become an isolated,
small representation of the medium-size towns in the southern part of the investigated
settlement system. Apart from that their population is significantly lower (Laziska
Gorne — 22.1K, Mikotow — 39.0K).

From the historic point of view the medium size towns in the Katowice conurba-
tion may be divided into three groups (fig. 1):

a. Centres founded in Middle Ages located in: the inner zone (Mikotow — town
privileges in 1276); in the border zone of the conurbation core: Czeladz (town privi-
leges in 1325); Bedzin (in 1358), Mystowice (in 1360). The towns were founded as
seats of governors of bishop or prince properties (Czeladz, Bedzin), castellany towns
(Mikotoéw) and towns located on trade routes (Mikolow).

b. The centres which obtained town privileges in the Renaissance period — Tar-
nowskie Gory (1526) — located in the inner zone of the conurbation. The economy of
Medieval towns was based on mining of non-ferrous metal ores and location on trade
routes. Further development was possible due to industrialisation and diversification
of the process industry and railways which changed Tarnowskie Gory into an impor-
tant communication centre.

c. The 20" century centres developing due to intensive urbanisation resulting form
industrialisation, which are located: in the core of the conurbation and at its border:
Jaworzno (town privileges in 1901), Siemianowice Slaskie (1932), Swigtochtowice
(1947), Piekary Slaskie (1947); in the inner zone of the conurbation: Laziska Gérne
(1951), Knurow (1951).

The economic base of towns was strengthened by mining and metallurgic in-
dustry which developed in almost every centre in the 19" century. They especial-
ly conduced economic mono-function of Piekary Slaskie, Siemianowice Slaskie,
Swigtochtowice, or Mystowice. Only few towns managed to vary the structure of in-
dustry developing apart from coal mining other branches of industry, mainly electric-
machinery industry — however, it took place only in older towns (Tarnowskie Gory,
Mikotow). Railway connections significantly influenced development of several cen-
tres (Mystowice, Swietochtowice, Tarnowskie Gory).

Medium-size towns are located in the centre, within the core of the conurbation
(Siemianowice Slaskie, Swigtochtowice), as well as in more or less outer zones —
Tarnowskie Gory, Mikotow, Laziska Gorne, Knurdéw (fig. 1). In the latter case, they
are mostly located in the northern and the eastern parts of the conurbation (Tarnowsk-
ie Gory, Mystowice, Jaworzno). Outward location of the majority of the medium size
towns in the conurbation reflected historic courses of the trade routes of the Early
Middle Ages running from Western Europe through Wroctaw, Krakow towards east
and it became the base of their further development. It concerned Tarnowskie Gory,
Czeladz and Bedzin. Mikotow was similarly important, being located on the route
running towards Zory, Rybnik and next to the Czech land.

Occurrence of industry was accompanied by fast increase of population in the
future large towns of the conurbation, hence, the situation of the investigated towns
started to change. One of the first symptoms of changes were restraints in their territo-
rial development resulting from expansion of faster developing neighbouring towns.
Such situation occurred in Swietochtowice surrounded by larger and more populated
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towns (Bytom, Chorzow, Ruda Slaska). The other medium size towns had a chance
to develop territorially at least in one direction (Siemianowice Slaskie).

There was also one more factor which had significant influence on formation of
the town net in the Katowice conurbation — post-war administrative changes. Dur-
ing the period of central planned economy, there was a trend to form large towns by
administrative merging of different size centres. This way, for example, Tychy and
Mystowice “grew up”. During the first part of the political and economic system
transformation (1988-1998), as a result of implementation of the territorial self-gov-
ernment act, administrative units which had been previously merged could separate
and become administratively independent units again.

Therefore, within the group of large towns Radzionkow separated from By-
tom and Tychy “was left” by Bierun and Ledziny and also 3 rural communes (B o -
jszowy, Kobidr, Wyry). The process also occurred in medium size towns:
Imielin and the rural commune Chetm Slaski became independent from Mystowice;
Miasteczko Slaskie separated from Tarnowskie Gory and Wojkowice from Bedzin.
Hence, the area of towns in the Katowice conurbation decreased from 2071 km? to
1970 km? in 1988-2008. The area covered by large and medium towns decreased
significantly from 1795 km? to 1488 km?. Currently the largest area — 921 km?, i.e.
46,8% of the area of all the conurbation towns is occupied by large towns and me-
dium towns occupy 567 km?, i.e. 28.8% of the area. The changes mostly influenced
small towns as in the period of 1988-2008 7 small towns appeared in the Katowice
conurbation and their total area was equal to 205 km? while the rural areas increased
by over 100 km?. The administrative changes were terminated by the new adminis-
trative division of the country of 1% January 1999. On one hand they proved adapta-
tion of local economic management to new reality (Runge J., 2005). But, on the
other hand retrospection and estimation of current social-demographic and economic
processes in the spatial approach has become more difficult as during administrative
integration of the areas information was collected for the whole area not its separate
parts.

CURRENT AND FUTURE PROBLEMS IN CHANGES
OF THE INVESTIGATED TOWNS

Population changes. Adverse trends in population changes, not only
in the group of the investigated towns, but generally in most of the towns in the Ka-
towice conurbation become the first crucial problem. Depopulation resulting from
natural diminution and negative balance of migration which have been lasting since
the beginning of 1990’s is the main reason of so called town “shrinking” (Krzysz-
tofik et. al., 2011).

In the period of 1988-2008 the towns in the Katowice conurbation lost totally
274.5K of inhabitants and in both of the investigated decades the loss was similar: it
was equal to 140.4K in the period of 1988-1998 and 134.1K in the period of 1998-
2008. In other agglomerations in Katowice voivodeship the decrease became inten-
sive in the second of the discussed periods.

In the period of 1988-2008, the largest decrease of population occurred in big
towns where it dropped down from 1898.3K of inhabitants to 1614.8K i.e. to 85.1%
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(tab. 1). However, the decrease had even been bigger, by 172.9K, in the first period
— 1988-1998, which was influenced, apart from other factors, by administrative
changes. In the period of 1998-2008 population increased in large towns (cities) by
110.6K of inhabitants. Population potential of that group of towns decreased by the
volume of a large town.

Table 1
Population changes in the towns in the Katowice conurbation in the period of 1988-2008

Specification Years Katowice Large Medium Small
conurbation towns towns towns
1988 27 9 11 6
Number of towns 1998 33 9 11 13
2008 33 9 11 13
Population share in 1988 100.0 71.9 25.6 2.5
various size classes of 1998 100.0 69.0 25.2 5.7
the conurbation towns 2008 100.0 68.3 25.7 6.0
Dvnamics of 1988-1998 94.7 90.9 93.3 219.6
erill lovment 1998-2008 94.6 93.6 96.4 99.3
ploy 1988-2008 89.6 85.1 90.0 218.0
1988-1998 F F A C
Webb’s type 1998-2008 G G G G
1988-2008 G G G E

Source: the author’s study based on Local Data Bank of Central Statistical Office (Banku
Danych Lokalnych GUS) and Statistical Year Book of Katowice voivodeship 1989, WUS
(Katowice Voivodeship Statistical Office) 1989,WUS Katowice.

Significant population decrease was also observed among medium towns which
population diminished from 675.9K to 608.1K i.e. 90.0%. Medium-size towns lost
45.4K of inhabitants in the period of 1988-1998 due to the above mentioned adverse
changes, while in the period of 1998-2008 the loss was “only” 22.5K of inhabitants,
i.e. 3.6% of the population. The population potential of that group of towns decreased
by the volume of one medium town.

The administration changes favoured small towns which number increased from
6 to 13 and the population increased by 77.9K of people in the period of 1988-1998.
During the next period it decreased by 1.1K of people (0.7% of the population). The
population potential of that group of towns decreased by the volume of 1 small town.
There was a continuous decrease of employment reaching 96.1% in the comparable
group of 6 towns which existed in 1998 and in 2008.

At the beginning, i.e. in the period of 1988-1998, the decrease of population
in large towns was mostly generated by natural loss of population (- 6.8K). During
the next decade the decrease became more significant (-32.5K), however, bigger de-
crease occurred due to increasing migration outflow of people (totally — 70.5K, i.e.
4.1% of the population) (fig. 2).

The medium towns showed decrease of population in the period of 1988-1998
only due to migration outflow (-1.5K of people), which significantly increased in the
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next period reaching 13.2K i.e. 2.1% of the population, with significant negative
population growth (-8.7%). Proportions of constituents of the real increase in the
period of 1988-1998 showed demographic changes of A type, acc. to J. Webb, but
significant administrative changes had disadvantageous influence on population in
medium towns.

The small towns reacted with significant delay to the changing conditions.
They showed small birth rate and migration increase in the first of the investi-
gated periods and in further years both constituents showed decrease of population
(RungeA., 2002).

Outflow of people from the towns in the Katowice conurbation resulted from
traditional transformation of an industrial region which had to face challenges of
post-industrial market economy in 1990’s (Runge J. 1996). Obsolete industrial
branch structure in the conurbation had been retained, due to political reasons, since
the war till 1980’s. Hence, reduction of employment and bankruptcy of compa-
nies accompanied by salary freeze and growing costs of living became very com-
mon in the first period of the transformation. Shrinking of the labour market mostly
influenced two groups of employees at that stage (Runge A., 2008a, Runge J.
2010). First, the group of commuters who had to reduce costs and on the other hand
the group of the oldest employees (earlier retirement, retirement compensations
for miners). Many people who had moved there seeking for work in the previous
years returned to their home places (e.g. villages in Silesia voivodeship or outside
the voivodeship). During the second stage of transformation, the youngest work
sources bore the cost of it as increasing employment problems do not allow them
to enter the shrinking labour market. Emigration from the Katowice conurbation,
mostly abroad to Germany, the UK and Ireland, already started in the second half
of 1990’s. The group of those inhabitants of towns who improved their economic
situation due to the transformation and were able to move to the suburbs had the
lowest share in the outflow.

Unfavourable tendencies in the natural migration conditions resulted from un-
favourable cumulation of many factors, such as the baby bust echo, system changes
of the fertility pattern and economic problems such as increasing unemployment
rate occurring especially in the first stage of the political-economic transformation
(Runge A.2008b, Runge A.2010).

Due to the above mentioned changes, the share of the Katowice conurbation
towns in the population of the whole voivodeship decreased from 53.9% in 1988 to
50.9% in 2008 and in population of all towns in the voivodeship from 66.5% to 65.1%
respectively. It proves a great role of the towns from the Katowice conurbation in the
population potential of the voivodeship (half of the population is concentrated in
16% of the voivodeship area). On the other hand it also shows that rural areas gained
more from the outflow of people from the Katowice conurbation than the towns in the
area. Decrease of population was lower within the other settlement systems, such as
Rybnik, Bielsko and Czgstochowa agglomerations than in the Katowice conurbation,
hence, their share in the population slightly increased. On the other hand, population
in rural areas was constantly increasing (from 933.7 K in 1988 to 1012.8 K in 2008
i.e. up to 108.5%) which was a reverse perennial tendency.

The share of large towns in the general population of the Katowice conurbation
also underwent changes, decreasing from 71.9% in 1988 to 68.3% in 2008r. (tab. 1).
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Fig. 2. Demographic changes in the towns in the Katowice conurbation
in the period of 1988-2008

However, the share of small towns increased from 2.5% to 6.0% respectively. The
share of medium towns is quite stable (25.7%) with minor variations.

Changes of population in each town of the Katowice conurbation in the period
of 1998-2008 is presented in fig. 3. In that period, the greatest demographic regress
occurred in the group of large towns (up to 93.6%), it was significant among medium
towns (up to 96.4%) and small among small towns (up to 99.3%).

Among the large towns the strongest regress occurred among towns belonging
to the central part of the conurbation (Katowice, Bytom) and the western one (Ruda
Slaska). Lower regress of population occurred in Dabrowa Gornicza and Tychy,
the towns with large dwelling stock (Rajman 1997). All medium towns, except
Mikotow (101.6%), also showed decrease of population. It was the most dramat-
ic in the central part of the conurbation (Siemianowice Slaskie, Swigtochtowice,
Pickary Slaskie). The decrease was the smallest in the south (Mikotéw, Laziska
Gorne) and the east (Mystowice, Jaworzno) parts of the conurbation. Actually the
faster tempo of depopulation occurs in the central, western and northern parts of
the conurbation, while it is the lowest in the towns located in the south (Laziska
Gorne, Mikotow).

Till 2030 the largest decrease of population is expected to continue in Piekary
Slaskie, Siemianowice Slaskie and Swictochtowice. There are two crucial factors
which cause the regress of population in the towns: first — their strong industrial or
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mining-industrial character, second — confined area covered by the towns with no
possibility to expand (Siemianowice Slaskie, Swigtochtowice). Being squeezed in
the centre of the conurbation by larger towns hinders development of housing (Raj-
man, 1997). Whereas the medium towns in the southern and eastern parts of the con-
urbation have significant spatial development potential both for housing and business
activity and there are also large green areas in those towns. Their business activity
structure is more varied and they serve like bedrooms for the labour markets in the
neighbouring towns. Apart from Mikotéw and Laziska Gorne located in the southern
part of the conurbation, the towns Imielin, Bierun and Ledziny situated in the inner
zone of the conurbation, in its south-east part, have a large chance to take the leading
role in suburbanisation processes. However, rural areas (Bobrowniki, Siewierz and
Psary communes) are more likely to play such role in the north-east and east part of
the conurbation.

Labour market Formation and development of a huge non-agricultural
labour market influencing the whole voivodeship, but also broad areas of Poland,
was the main cause of emerging of such a great population centre in the form of a
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conurbation. Fast growth of the number of new labour places, both in the period of
capitalist industrialisation and the forced socialist industrialisation caused that the
labour market of the emerging conurbation had to strive for outside work sources
(Dtugoborski 1967, Runge J., 1996).

In 1988, the towns of the Katowice conurbation agglomerated 1130.9 K of em-
ployed people i.e. 61.6% of the total number of employed in the whole voivodeship
(without individual farmers). The structure of employment was typical for a tradi-
tional industrial region (Runge, J., 1996). The industry provided 59.0% of the total
employment. It was mostly coal-mining, metallurgy (mainly steel industry), energy
and electric-machinery industry. Services provided approx. 37% of the total employ-
ment (Ktosowski, 2006, p.103). The large towns of the conurbation concentrated
the crucial part of the labour market, up to 75.0%. 23.7% of the employed people
worked in the medium towns and only 1.3% in the small ones (table 2).

However, current analysis of the labour market changes is very difficult as Pol-
ish public statistics provides only fragmentary data. Statistic data concerning em-
ployment in small companies employing less than 9 people are confidential and such
companies comprise 90% of all businesses in Silesian voivodeship. Apart from that,
the published data for spatial units (towns and communes) covered the number of
“employed” till 1994, now the data provide the number of “working” people which
distorts analysis of employment dynamics in the longer time horizon. The lack of
data concerning employment in small companies (up to 9 employees) significantly
decreases the total number of employed. The number of business entities in the whole
voivodeship was equal to 428.9 K in 2008, including 404.1K ones employing less
than 10 people. The total number of entities operating in large towns was equal to
164.0 K and 154.4 K of them employed up to 9 people. 26.8 K of entities of the
total of 28.4 K in 5 medium towns are the smallest ones. Micro-companies employ
approximately 440 K people in the whole Silesian voivodeship, according to estima-
tions prepared by the team led by A. Sobala-Gwosdz (Kurowska-Pysz, 2010, p.
39, 43.). It also considered over-representativity of the REGON system which shows
certain inertia in registration of quickly changing situation on the labour market, es-
pecially in the field of the smallest entities. It was also assumed that self-employment
was the most common among the smallest business entities. The following analysis
was based on the official statistical data. Apart form that there was also an attempt to
estimate the whole number of working people including business entities with less
than 9 employees.

Employment in the towns of the Katowice conurbation decreased almost by half
i.e. to 689.2 K of working' (to 60.9%) and in the industry from 715.2 K. to 295.4 K,
i.e. to 41.3% as a result of the economic transformation forcing application of market
rules in business activities and branch restructurization of industry. However, con-
sidering people working for small companies, the total number of working people
dropped down to about 905.1 K i.e. 80.0% (tab. 2). Significant decrease occurred in
large towns. Dramatic drop of employment occurred in places which had been very
strong labour markets before, especially: Chorzow, Ruda Slaska, and most of all By-
tom where due to administrative changes (separation of Radionk6éw) the range of the

! Note: official statistical data concerning employment are lower as they do not include
companies employing up to 9 people.
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regress cannot be estimated precisely. Relatively the smallest (but still significant) de-
crease of employment occurred in Katowice. The town is currently the largest labour
market in the conurbation with 158.2 K of employed (in companies employing more
than 9 people) and according to the estimated data including small entities there are
approximately 195.8 K of working people. The next largest labour markets are Gli-
wice with 71.6 K people (91.9 K according to the estimated data) and Sosnowiec with
only 52.0 K of people working for large companies (however, together with small
companies about 75.2 people) and the population over 200 K people. It is estimated
that the labour markets in Tychy, Dabrowa Goérnicza and Zabrze do not exceed 50 K.
According to the official sources increase of employment up to 106.4% occurred in
the period of 2006-2008. Regressive tendencies still occurred only in Bytom.

Table 2
Changes in the labour market in the Katowice conurbation in the period of 1988-2008
Specification Years Katowice Large | Medium | Small
conurbation | towns towns towns
Number of working people (in 1988 1130.9 848.2 268.5 14.2
thousands) a” 2008 689.1 507.5 144.3 37.3
b”| 2008 905.1 661.9 194.6 48.6
Dynamics a)
) 60.9 59.8 53.7 262.9
") -
of working b7 | 1988-2008 80.0 78.0 725 341.8
people
aT(f‘Ce f(}:are of working pe"plea*) 1988 100.0 75.0 23.7 13
the .size classes of b" 3882 }888 73? 5(1)2 gj
the towns in the conurbation ) 3. ’ ’
thnz}:ge Oi‘; people working 1988 63.2 62.2 67.9 35.6
the total glmber 2 1998 51.1 47.6 59.0 67.1
2008 42.9 40.0 47.9 62.7
of employed
The share of people working
in industry a” 1988 100.0 73.8 25.5 0.7
acc. to the size classes a’ 1998 100.0 67.8 25.6 6.6
of the towns in the 2008 100.0 68.7 23.4 7.9
conurbation
The number of working people 1988 42.8 44.7 39.7 21.8
compared a’) 1998 33.6 354 29.5 29.7
to the population a’ 2008 29.1 31.4 23.7 26.3
b" 2008 38.3 50.0 32.0 34.2

Note: a” the number of people employed without companies employing up to 9 people (pub-
lished data) b" estimated total number of working people including employed in small com-
panies — up to 9 employees.

Source: the author’s study based on Local Data Bank of Central Statistical Office (Banku
Danych Lokalnych GUS) and Statistical Year Book of Katowice voivodeship 1989, WUS
(Katowice Voivodeship Statistical Office) 1989, WUS Katowice.
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The most significant regress could have been observed in the medium towns
where the number of working people dropped down from 268.5 K to 144.3 K i.e.
53.7%. However, it may be estimated that the decrease was 194.6 K i.e. up to 72.5%
(table 2). It should be noted that due to administrative changes, medium towns have
lost part of the labour market for small towns (separation of small towns from several
medium towns). Reduction of employment in large industrial companies, especially
in coal mining and even liquidation of some of the mines significantly decreased the
number of working people in Czeladz to 43.0%, in Swigtochtowice to 43.5% and
in Knurow to 47.1% (acc. to public statistics). However, including the number of
people working for small business entities the dynamics of working people may be
estimated as follows: in Knurdéw to 55.7%, in Swictochtowice to 61.1%, in Laziskach
Gorne to 66.8%, 1 Piekary Slaskie to 67.5% and in Czeladz to 69.2%. Liquidation of
at least one large company causes problems on the labour market of a medium town
and becomes dramatic in case of a mono-function town. The process was the most
gentle in Mikotow due to its varied structure of economic activities. The large com-
panies showed the decrease of employment to 97.3%, but considering the smallest
entities the total employment increased up to 126.1%. In the period of 2006-2008 the
number of people working in medium towns increased up to 104.1%, particularly in
Knuréw up to 119.1%, in Mikotow to 115.4%, in Siemianowice Slaskie to 108.0%,
in Swigtochtowice to 106.2% and in Piekary Slaskie to 102.3%, but generally the in-
crease was slower there than in the large towns. Regressive tendencies still occurred
in Jaworzno (to 92.6%) and Czeladz (to 95.9%).

The economic transformation was the easiest in the small towns. However, one
of the reasons of significant growth of employment in the small towns was the fact
that 7 new towns joined the group due to administrative changes. The drop of the
number of working people in the 6 small towns which were independent in 1988 and
also in 2008 reached 79.4%, and estimating the number of employed in small compa-
nies it could have increased up to 114.9% (Siewierz, Orzesze). Unfortunately, there
were also towns where strong regress of the labour market occurred — e.g. Kalety
with the decrease to 23.3% and including small companies to 48.5%. In 2008, newly
separated towns included 65.3% of employed in all small towns. However till 2006,
decrease of employment, especially in Ledziny (to 67.9%) was observed. Not before
the period of 2006-2008 was the increase of employment up to 109.6% observed in
small towns, so it was faster than in large towns. The increase occurred in the towns
which had previously existed (Stawkow to 142.5%, Orzesze to 122.0% Pyskowice to
116.2%), and also in the newly separated ones (Radzionkow to 114.2%, Wojkowice
to 114.0%, Miasteczko Slaskie to 113.8%). The decrease was still observed only in
Sosnicowice.

The share of particular size classes of towns in the Katowice conurbation in the
total number of working people showed increase in case of small towns, from 1.3%
do 5.4%. However, it should be noted that due to administrative changes the number
of small towns had increased (Bierun, Ledziny, Imielin, Miasteczko Slaskie, Radzi-
onkow, Wojkowice and Sosnicowice - after restitution of town privileges). The share
of the large towns in general employment in the conurbation decreased from 75.0%
to 73.1%, and the medium towns from 23.7% to 21.5%. The share of the conurba-
tion in the total number of working people in Silesian voivodeship decreased slightly
going down from 61.6% in 1988 to 57.8% in 2008. It proves that strong regress oc-
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curred in the whole voivodeship, also on the second big labour market in the voivode-
ship i.e. Rybnik agglomeration (decrease to 60.1%).

It is assumed that joining the EU in 2004 marked the end of the political-eco-
nomic transformation in Poland. The situation on the labour market became signifi-
cantly stabilised and gradually slight increase of working people was being observed.
In the period of 2006-2008, the number of working people increased to 106.2% and
in the towns of the conurbation to 106.1%, therein in large towns to 106.4%, in me-
dium towns to 104.1% and in small towns to 109.6%. In the period of 1998-2008,
dynamics of business entities was the best in small towns — 127.7% and in medium
towns 125.5%, but it was slightly lower in large towns 119.2%.

In 1988, the labour market in medium towns reached 40 K people: in Jaworzno
(37.7 K), Mystowice (35.3 K), or in Tarnowskie Gory (32.1 K) and the smallest la-
bour marktes exceeded 10 K of employees — Mikotow (13.0 K), Czeladz (12.2 K.)
Laziska Gorne (11.6 K).

In 2008, the largest labour markets in medium towns were still in the same
towns, but they only reached 20 K in Jaworzno and Mystowice and below 20 K in
Tarnowskie Gory. However, including small business entities they can be estimated
at approximately 27 K in Jaworzno and in Myslowice and only slightly below 25
K in Tarnowskie Gory. According to the published data in towns with population of
50-75 K (except Tarnowskie Gory where the structure of employment is diversified)
the labour market is really tiny — Swigtochtowice 8.8 K of employed, Piekary Slaskie
12.3 K and Bedzin 13.7 K. However, including all business entities the number of
working people in Swigtochtowice and Piekary Slaskie may be estimated at 12-15
K people, and in Bedzin at about 20 K. The towns with population of 20-50 K also
show varied sizes of labour markets — from 5.2 K of employed in CzeladZ up to 13.5
K in Knurow. Together with small entities the market in Knuréw may reach 16 K of
people, but in Czeladz and in Laziska Gorne it has dropped below 10 K.

Comparison of population in a given town with the size of its labour market
enables to determine the character of the town either as a work centre or a housing
one. However, in case of the investigated conurbation it shows the scale of changes
that a traditional industrial centre has undergone and which results in significant ad-
vantage of the work supply over the work demand. There were 42.8% of inhabitants
employed in the towns of the Katowice conurbation in 1988 and in 2008 the amount
of employed people was only 38.3% of the total number of inhabitants (tab. 2). The
coefficient was the best in the large towns reaching 50.0% and the worst in the me-
dium ones — only 32.0%. Among the investigated medium towns, the relation of
working people related to the local employment was above the average in Mikotow
and Knuréw (above 40%) and 30-40% in Tarnowskie Gory, Mystowice, Laziska
Gorne and Bedzin, while the lowest share (25% and lower) was observed in Czeladz
and Swigtochtowice. Consequences of political-economic transformation, including
liquidation or regress of the previously leading companies, unattractive locations and
the lack of investment grounds have caused that the medium towns located centrally
in the conurbation have serious problems with their development. The high coeffi-
cient for large towns (50.0%) prove their growing role as labour markets also for me-
dium towns being in regress. However, not all large towns are attractive. Significant
polarisation of the labour market especially in Katowice and Gliwice can be observed
(Runge, J., 2010).
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SYNTHESIS ATTEMPT

The presented outline of social-economic and also spatial characteristics of me-
dium size towns in the Katowic conurbation leads to the following generalisations:

- first — their border location in the northern part of the conurbation, spreading
from west to east is the consequence of a long lasting, historical process of the growth
along the trade routes from the west to the east of Europe. Trade and craft traditions
were further enhanced by an industrial function.

- second — clear fragmentation as well as asymmetric location of medium size
towns in relation to large towns playing the role of the core of the Katowice con-
urbation does not only result from the above mentioned border location, but also
from the ellipsoid shape of the conurbation settlement system. The core is mainly
formed by large towns, while its inner zone with a large share of medium size towns
actually formed in the north. There are no representatives of the zone in the south
and Mikotow and Laziska Goérne incidentally occurring there just prove the fact.
Implementation of the GOP (Upper Silesia Industrial Region) deagglomeration idea
in 1950’s, including development of Tychy from a small centre to a town with 100
K population practically obstructed formation of a larger representation of medium
towns south of Katowice.

- third — medium towns in the inner zone of the conurbation show large func-
tional variety but also, despite neighbouring large towns, significantly influence the
direct and distant surrounding. The influence is enhanced by their administrative
functions as the seats of poviats? (Tarnowskie Gory, Mikotéw, Bedzin). On the other
hand medium towns which are located in the centre of the conurbation developed as
mining centres. Coal mining which started to develop since the second half of the 18"
century limited the possibility to differentiate the functional structure of those towns.
Therefore, during the political-economic transformation the problems of the labour
market were more serious there (unemployment, decrease of the number of employed
people). The medium size towns occurred to be more sensitive to transformation
changes due to a dominant role of the traditional industry and mono-function of the
economic structure.

- fourth — negative tendencies of population changes (negative population
growth, emigration) have been accompanied by significant loss of the economic posi-
tion of the centres, especially the ones in the core of the conurbation. Faster decrease
of the number of employed than population causes oversupply of the work force. The
negative tendencies will continue to increase generating numerous social and eco-
nomic consequences. Future problem which the analysed towns have to face will be
as follows: depopulation, demographic ageing, shrinking labour markets and in result
lower incomes of the town budgets.

2 midle level of administrative division units
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CPEJITHOI'OJIEMU I'PAIOBE B CJIOKHU CEJIMIIITHU CUCTEMUA
(HA TTIPUMEPA HA KOHYPBALIM S KATOBULIE)

A. Pynee

(Pe3owMme)

Llenta Ha HacTOsIILIATA CTATHS € ONpeessiHE Ha TeHICHIUUTE B IeMOTrpagcKoTo
pasBUTHE U B M30paHu KOMIIOHEHTH Ha Ma3apa Ha Tpy[a B CPEIHOTOJIEMHUTE IPajoBe,
PasBUBALIM CE B CIOKHHU CeJMIIHU cucTteMu. [IpeacraBennre npodiemu ca ucien-
BaHM Ha npumepa Ha Karosuukara xonyp6auus B [lomma. Ta3zu 3Haunma esporneii-
CKa rpajcka koHypoauus e popmupana 3a no-maiko ot 100 roanHu Ha OCHOBaTa Ha
NPOMUIIJICHATa ClIenuanu3aus B ¢1a0o HacesieH perioH B FOskna [lomma. Heiinoro
pa3BuTHE € 00yCIIOBEHO OT pa3KpUTHUTE Mpe3 Bropara nonoBruHa Ha X VIII B. ronemu
HaxXo/WIIa Ha BbIIMIIA. TSAXHATa eKCIIoaTalus ce MpeBpblla B ABUraTell Ha M0-Ha-
TaTBIIHUTE CEJMIIHU U COLMAIHU TpaHC(HOPMALMM [JIABHO B pe3yiaTaT OT MUIpa-
LMOHHMS HAIUIUB Ha HACEJIEHUE OT APYI'U PerHoHU. B ciencTBue Ha TOBAa Bb3HUKBA
CJIO)KHA CeNHIIHA cucTeMa, ooxBamania 33 rpaga, Mexay kouto 9 ronemu (Hag 100
xwt. aymm), 11 cpemnoronemu (20-100 xw. gymm) u 13 manku rpaga (o 20 xui.
xkutenn). [Ipe3 2008 1. B TAX ca KOHIIEHTpUPaHHU 001110 2,4 MITH. TyIId, KOETO Mpe-
CTaBJIsIBa IIOJIOBMHATA OT HaceleHueTo Ha 1psutoto LlnpoHcko BoeBoacTBo. ToBa e
Hali-rojsiMara KoHypOauus Ha Tepuropusita Ha Llentpanna Espomna.

BrrenobusbT 1 MeTanyprusara ca pakropure, 1oBenu A0 ohopMsiHE HA MOHO-
(yHKIMOHATHUS CTOMAHCKH Npo(HiI Ha MHOTO IPaJCKH LIEHTPOBE B Ta3W CEJIMIIHA
cucrema. ToBa e mpuuMHa Te 1a OCTaHAT B Kareropusra Ha cpeauute rpanose (Ile-
kapu lllnponckue, [lnemsaoBune lllnpoHckue, lIBueHTOXOBUIIE, MHECIOBHIIE).
Camo B HSIKOM OT TSX OTpacjoBara CTPyKTypa Ha IPOMHIIUICHOCTTA € JuBepcu(pUIIu-
paHa, KaTo OCBEH BbIVIeI00MBA C€ pa3BUBAT U PA3IUYHHU OTPaciH Ha pepadoTBala-
Ta MPOMUIIUICHOCT, IJIaBHO €JIEKTPOHHO MamnHocTpoeHe. ToBa 3acsra iaBHO CTapu
rpaznose kato TapHosckue ['ypun u Muxkonys. HapacTBaHeTo Ha HKOM OT IpaJoBETe
CTaBa Bb3MOKHO O1arojapeHue Ha pa3BUTHETO Ha JKEJIE30IbTHHSI TPAHCIIOPT U YI00-
HuTe XK1 Bpb3ku (Mucnosuue, llIBuentoxnosune, Taprosckue ['ypu).

Cpennute rpazoBe ca pasnoyioKEeHH KAaKTO B AAPOTO Ha KoHypOaruara (Lunems-
Hosute lnsonckue, LIIBueHTOXI0BHIIE), TaKa U B HeliHaTa BhHIIHA 30Ha (TapHOBCKHE
I'ypu, Muxonys, Jlaxucka ['ypre, Kaypys, SIBoxkHO). Haii-MHOTOMIOMIHY ca cpeHuTe
rpaJoBe B CEBEpHaTa M N3TOYHATa 1 4act. [lepudepHoTo pasnonokeHre Ha OBEYETO
rpazioBe ChBMAAa C HCTOPUUYECKU YCTAHOBEHUTE HAIIPABICHNS! HA PAHHOCPEAHOBEKOB-
HHUTE THPTOBCKH ITbTHIIA, CBBP3BALIM TO3H PaiioH c¢be 3anaana u Mzrouna Espomna.
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OcHoBHa mpuYKHA 32 (OPMUpPAHETO HAa 3HAYMMU CEJUINA B KOHypOarusaTa e
BB3HUKBAHETO U PA3BUTUETO HA TOJISIM 110 00EM TPY/IOB Ma3ap (¢ U3KIIIOUYCHUE Ha 3¢-
MEJICTTUETO), BIUSEI HE CaMO BbPXY Pa3BHUTHUETO Ha BOCBOJICTBOTO, HO ChIIIO U BEPXY
npyru peruonu Ha [lomma. YBenudaBaHeTo Ha Oposi Ha HOBHUTE PabOTHU MeCTa B
MIEPUOJIa HA KAITUTATUCTUYSCKATa U COIIMATUCTUYESCKATA UHITYCTPUATH3AIIHS JOBEK-
Jla 10 ThPCEHE Ha pabOTHA CHJIa W3BBH JIOKATHUTE TPyHoBHU nasapu. OT cpenara Ha
80-te rogran Ha XX B. € HAJIMIIEC HAMAJISIBAHE HA MUTPAIMKUTE BB BPb3Ka ¢ (puHAIH-
3alMATa Ha TOJIEMUTE WHBECTHUIIMH B MPOMUIILICHUS CEKTOP ¢ HAJPETMOHAIHO 3HA-
yeHHue (MeTamyprudyHusi KoMOuHar ,,Karouie”, ¢pabpukara 3a JeKd aBTOMOOWIH B
Tuxu, MHOTOOPOWHUTE MHBECTUIIUH BbB BHIJICAO0OMBA U JIp.), & BIIOCJICACTBHE — BbB
BpB3Ka C ymajJibka Ha UHyCTPUAIHUS MOJEI B IEPHO/Ia Ha MOCTCOIUAIUCTUICCKA
Tparcopmanus. OCBEH OT Te3W MPOMEHH JeMOrpa)CKUTE MPOIECH BCE TIOBEYE CE
BJIVSISIT U OT BBTPEIIHOPETHOHAHU (haKTOPH.

Haii-neratuBHu aeMorpad)CcKku mporecHu ce HaOIlloJaBaT B TOJIEMUTE T'PajlOBe
ot uenrpannara (Karosuie, burom) u 3anagnara (Pyna [llnpoHcKa) yacT Ha KOHYP-
Oanwmsra. [lenomynanusra € ¢ mo-HUChK UHTEH3UTET B JlomOpoBa ['ypauua u Tuxu
— TpajioBe, pasroJiaraiiy ¢ TOJeMH KWIHIHU pecypcu. B moBedeTo oT cpemHoro-
JIEMHUTE TPAJIOBE CHINO € PETUCTPHPAH CHaJ Ha HAcelICeHHEeTO. BUCOKUAT Temn Ha
HaMaJIIBaHE Ha HACEJICHHETO 3acsira B IMO-TOJsIMA CTEIEH I'PaJloBETe OT IEHTPa-
HaTa, 3amajiHaTa U ceBepHara yacT Ha koHypOanusta (Llluemsnosuie InpoHCcKuE,
IlIBuenToxsosuie, [lekapu lllnboHCKHE), a B 3HAYMTETHO MO-MaJika CTEIICH TOBA
HaAMaJITHUE CE OTHAcs 3a pasmnojiokeHuTe B okHata (Jlaxucka I'ypHe, Mukomys)
U B M3TOYHATa 4acT Ha KoHypOarwmsta (Mucnosuie, SIBokHO). 3a aenomynamnusra
Ha TPaJIOBETE OT IIEHTpaJHATA YacT pelllaBallld CE OKa3BaT J[Ba OCHOBHH (paKTopa:
I'BPBO, TAXHATA CBPBXHH]YyCTPHAIIN3AIUS BbB BHIVICIO00MBA; BTOPO, OTPAaHHUCHUTE
BB3MOXKHOCTH 33 TEPUTOPUAIHO HAPACTBAHE U 32 JKUJIMITHO CTPOUTEIICTBO B TPaJo-
Bete ([lluemsinoBune llnpoHckue, 1IBUEHTOXI0BHUIIE), MPUTHCHATH B IIEHTHPa Ha
KOHypOaIusita ot rojemMure rpajgose. ChIIeBPEMEHHO CPEIHUTE IPAJIOBE OT KKHATA
Y M3TOYHATA YacT Ha KOHypOalusTa IMPUTEkKaBar Mo-pa3HooOpa3Ha HKOHOMUYECKa
CTPYKTYpa U NPeCTABISBAT ,,CIIAJIHU TI0 OTHOIIICHHE HA TOJICMHTE IICHTPOBE C Pa3-
BUTH TPY/IOBU Ma3apHu.

B pesynrar ot conpaiiHo-UKOHOMHYEcKaTa TpaHcpopmanus B KatoBuikara ko-
HypOalus MOXe Jla e OTOCIICKH, Ue:

® TOJIEMHUTE TPaJ0Be TYOAT (YHKIMUTE CH HA TIOJFOCH, MPHUBIUYAIIN TPYIOBU
pEeCypCH OT CeNHIla U3BbH KOHYpOaIusiTa;

® CPCIHOTOJIEMHTE IPaJIOBE MIPOMEHSIT TI0 Pa3JIMYCH HAYMH XapaKTepa Ha pa3BH-
THUETO CH: B MOHO(YHKIIMOHAIHUTE BBINICAOOMBHH IIECHTPOBE OT I[EHTPATHATA YaCT
Ha KOHYpOalusATa CUIIHO CE€ CBMBAa Ma3apbT Ha TPYHa, a B IPaJIOBETE OT BhHINHATA
30HA Ha KOHYpOalusTa, BKIOUUTEIHO HAa TE3H C MO-Pa3HO00pa3Ha MKOHOMUYECKA
crienranu3anus, ce HaOroaBa OalaHCUpaHe Ha HETaTUBHUTE €()EKTH OT TpaHchop-
MarusTa.

Bb3 ocHOBa Ha mpecTaBeHUTE TCHICHIIMK B pa3BuTHeTo Ha KaroBuiikara ko-
HypOalus, a ChIO U C OTYUTAHE HA JeMOrpad)CKUTE IPOTHO3U, MOXKE JIa CE OYaKBa,
4e B OJM3KO OBJIEIe MPEICTON MO-HATAThITHO HAMAJICHUE HA OpOsi Ha HACEJICHUETO
B CPEJIHUTE T'PaJIOBE, 3alla3BaHe HA TCHACHIMATA HA 3acTapsBaHe, JIMICA Ha aiTep-
HATUBHU PAaOOTHHU MECTa MPHU SAHOBPEMEHHA CHIIHA KOHKYPCHIIUS Ha 3araIHOCBPO-
MEHCKUTE Ma3apy, KOETO IIe BOAU J0 OTIIMB HA pa0OTHA CHJIa B TIO-MJIaJla Bb3PACT.

5 Ilpobnemu Ha reorpadusta, 1-2/2012 . 65



