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OHTOJIOI'MA HA 3EMHOTO ITIOKPUTHE
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B crarusrTa ce pasmieskaa OHTOJIOTUsATa KaTo €1HO OT Hall-NepCHEKTUBHUTE CbBPEMEHHU
HarpaBJIeHUs B 001acTTa Ha (opMaIM3alusITa Ha 3HAHUS, KOETO PAa3KpHUBA HOBH BBH3MOXK-
HOCTH W CPEZCTBA 3a M3BIMYAHE, NPEICTABIHE, CTPYKTYPUPAHE M M3IIOJI3BAaHE Ha 3HAHUSL.
[TpuiaraHeTo Ha OHTOJIOTMU B F€OMH(GOPMAIMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOTHH OCUTYPSIBA BB3MOXKHOCT
3a CHOJENISTHE 1 MHOTOKPATHO M3II0JI3BaHEe Ha MMPOCTPAHCTBEHUTE JaHHH Ha Hai-aOCTPaKTHO
HHBO, B T.4. HA JAHHU 3a 3eMHOTO rokpurtue. ToBa noxnomara padorara ¢ 001 CbBMECTUMH
3HAHMS M He3aBHCUMa MH(POPMAIHS 3a JaJIeHN CTPYKTYpH OT JTaHHH.

Kniouoeu 0ymu: OHTOJIOTHS, 36MHO TIOKPUTHE, 36MEITOI3BaHe, TCONH(OPMAIIMOHHHU TEX-
HOJIOTHHU, KOHIICTITYaJICH MOJICIT

YBOJ

B o6mactra Ha nH(BOpPMATHKATa TIOHITHETO ,,0HTOJIOTHS * C€ M3II0JI3Ba 3a ITbPBH
mbT oT Gruber (1993) 3a mpencrassiHe Ha 3HAHUS BHB BHJI HA MONYCTPYKTypHpa-
HU KOHIICTITyaJTHH MOJeNH. TepMHUHBT ,,0HTOJIOTHA " TIpon3iin3a oT Qriocodusira u
O3HauaBa ,,Hayka 3a OMTHETO™ (OT MPEBHOTPBIKU: OHMOC — OWTHE, CHIECTBYBaHE;
Jloeoc — y4eHue, Hayka). B cpBpemMeHHaTa (huiocodcka auTeparypa OHTOJIOTHATA
MIPEICTaBsI OTpeIeIeHa CUCTEMa OT KaTerOPHH, KOUTO ca CIEJICTBHE OT ONpeaesieHa
CHCTeMa OT BB3IVIEN 33 CBETAa M CE€ M3IOJI3BA 3a CIeNU(UIpaHe HA MHOXKECTBO
OT TIOHATHS C IIeN IIBJIHOTO TPEACTaBsIHE Ha JaJieHa mpeaMmeTrHa obiact. OcHOBHA
XapaKTEePUCTUKA HA OHTOJIOTHIECKHS aHAIIN3 € Pa3/IeNTHETO Ha PEeaTHHS CBSIT Ha Jac-
TH U KJIACOBE 00EKTH 1 Je(UHUPAHETO HA CHBKYIMHOCTTA OT (D)YHIAMEHTAJIHH CBOM-
CTBa, KOUTO OMPEIEIAT TAXHOTO pa3BUTHE U MMOBeeHue. Taka Besika MpUpoaHa HayKa
MIPEJICTABIISABA THITMYEH ITPHMEP 32 OHTOJIOTHYHO M3CJIE/IBAHE.

B xommioTepHUTE HayKH W WH(OpMATHWKaTa ,,0HTOJIOTHS € TEXHHYECKU Tep-
MUH, 0003Ha4YaBaIll €ANH MPOAYKT, TPOSKTUPAH C IIeN Ja Ce JajJie Bh3MOXKHOCT 3a
MOJIeJIMpaHe Ha 3HAHMS 3a J]aJIeH JOMEWH, KOWTO MoXe Ja ObJie peaJieH Uik BUPTya-
neH. TepMUHBT ce M3MONI3Ba OT PAHHUTE M3CIE/IOBATENN HA N3KYCTBEHUS UHTEIIEKT,
KOWTO TO BB3Mpuemar ot maremarndeckara joruka (McCarthy, 1980) u mokassar,
4ye M3CIIEe0BATEeNINTe Ha M3KYCTBEH MHTEJIEKT MOTAaT Ja Ch3[aBaT HOBU OHTOJIOTHHU
KaTO M3YUCIUTEIIHU MOJIENH, KOUTO TO3BOJSABAT ONpEIeNieHH BUIOBE aBTOMATH3H-
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panu neiictBus (Hayes, 1985). [Ipe3 80-te romuan Ha XX Bek B o0nacTTa Ha H3-
KyCTBEHHsI HHTEJIEKT C€ YTBBPXK/AaBa N3IM0JI3BAHETO HA TEPMHUHA ,,0HTOJIOTHA " KAKTO
BBB Bpb3Ka ¢ Teopusi Ha Moaenupanero (Hayes, 1985), Taka u KaTo KOMIIOHEHT Ha
cucremMuTe 3HaHus. Hsixon u3cnenoBateny Ha 06azata Ha ¢uiocodckara OHTOIOTHS
pasmIexJaT W3YHUCIUTeTHaTa OHTONIOTUS KaTo BU MpUIokHA Guiocodus (S o w a,
1984).

B Ta3u cratus oHTONOTMATA CE Pa3MIexk/ia KaTo €IHO OT CbBPEMEHHHUTE HAIIPaB-
neHus B obnactTa Ha hopmanu3anusaTa Ha 3HaHus. CrieruaaHo BHUIMaHHE CE OTACI
Ha MPUJIaraHeTO Ha OHTOJIOTHU B F€OMH()OPMALIMOHHUTE TEXHOIOTHUH, KOETO OCHUTY-
psiBa Bb3MOXKHOCTHU 3@ MHOTOKPATHO M3I0JI3BAHE HA POCTPAHCTBEHUTE IaHHU, B T.4.
Ha JIaHHU 32 36MHOTO TIOKPUTHE.

[NPUJIATAHE HA OHTOJIOTUATA
B '’EOMH®OPMALIMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOI'MU

B uH(bOpMaMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOTUU MPUIIATAHETO HAa OHTOJIOTHSTA € CBhP3aHO
¢ HEOOXOIMMOCTTA JIa CE€ Ch3/IaJIc TOYHO OIUCAHUE HA PEaNTHHS CBAT VI Ha HETOBU
JacTH ¢ TToMoInTa Ha hopmanau u popmammsupanu ctpykrypu. Gruber (1993) ne-
(UHHUpA OHTONIOTHUSATA KATO ,,eKCIUTUIIMTHA crienn(UKAIMS Ha KOHISTITyann3anusra’
WM ,,(hopMasiHa eKCIUTHIMTHA CTeNU(pHUKALUS HA CIIOJeNICHa KOHIICNTyalnu3arms
(Gruber, 1995). Tpif xaTo0 TEPMUHHUTE ,,CTICITUGUKAIASL U ,,KOHIICTITYaTH3AIHS
MPEN3BUKBAT MHOTO JIUCKYCUH, HA-BAXKHUTE CIIEMCHTH Ha JICHOUHUIIUATA HA OHTO-
JIOTHATA ca: 1) OHTOJNIOTHATA OTpenelis (TTI0COYBa) OCHOBHUTE TOHATHS, B3aUMOOT-
HOIIICHUSI ¥ APYTH OCOOCHOCTH, KOUTO ca TMOAXOJAIIM 33 MOJICIUpaHe Ha JIOMCHH;
2) cnenuukanuaTa € moj ¢opMara Ha neuHUpaHE HA TPEIACTABUTEIICH PECUHHUK
(k;macoBe, OTHOIIEHUS W T.H.), KOUTO OCHTYpsIBa 3HAUCHHATA HA TOHITHUATA (TEp-
MUHHUTE) U (HOpPMATHUTE OTPAHUYCHUS 3a TAXHOTO CHIVIACYBAaHO H3IMOJI3BaHe. B
obnacTTa Ha reOMH(POPMAIIMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOTUH OHTOJIOTHUATA MMa HE CAMO CEMaH-
THYCH acTekT (T.e. ,,(hopMaHa®™ — u3pas3sBa TOUHOCT, OTPEICICHOCT ¥ YHUKAITHOCT
Ha TEPMUHHTE), HO U CHHTAKTHYCH acTekKT (T.e. ,,opMann3upana‘ — u3Mmona3Ba 10-
Ope nedunupan Gopmat/e3uk), CICAOBATEIIHO OHTOJIOTHATA O3HAYaBa HE CaMO TOU-
HO M SICHO OTPEJICIICHU TePMHUHU, HO CHIO TaKa U B3MOXKHOCT 33 aBTOMATH3MpaHa
(xoMITFIOTBpPHA) 00paboTKAa.

B xonTekcTa Ha KOMITIOTHEPHUTE U WHPopManmoHHuTe Hayku Gruber (2009)
Je(pUHIPA OHTOJIOTHSITA KATO HA0OP OT MPEICTABUTEIHU TPUMHUTHBH, C KOUTO CE MO-
Jienpa TIOMeHH Ha 3HaHus. [IpecTaBuTe I HUTE MPUMHUTHBY OOMKHOBEHO Ca KJIacOBe
(wmm TpyTH), aTpuOyTH (MITH CBOMCTBA) M B3aUMOOTHOIICHUS (VIJTH OTHOIIICHHS MEK-
NIy 4JICHOBETe Ha AajieH kiac). JlehuHupaHeTo HA MpPEJICTABUTEIHUTE MPUMUATHBH
BKITFOUBA MH(OpPMAIIHS 32 TIXHOTO 3HAYCHUE M OTPAHHUCHHS HA JIOTHUECKHU MOCIie-
JIOBaTEJIHOTO MM Tpuiiarane. B koHTekcTa Ha cructemuTe 3a 0a3u JJaHHU OHTOJIOTHSITA
MOXe J]a Ce pa3riiex/ia KaTo HUBO Ha aOCTpaKIys Ha JAHHUTE 32 MOJICIIUTE, aHAJIO-
THYHO Ha HepapXW4YHU W PENallMOHHH MOJEIH, HO TpeIHa3HAYCHU 32 MOJICITUpaHe
Ha 3HAHUS 33 OTJEIHU OOCKTH, TEXHUTE aTpUOYTH U TEXHUTE B3aUMOOTHOIICHUS C
JIPYTH OOCKTH.

B crenpanusupanara jmTteparypa B ooiactta Ha HHOOPMAIIMOHHUTE TEXHOJO-
ruu (Pol1i,2002; Dou etal,2004;0ntolingua,2005;Agarval,2005;
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Hay,2006; Lemmens,2008; Gruber, 2009; Ty x a p o B, 2008) oHTONMOTHsATA
ce AeuHUpa KaTo LSUIOCTHA CTPYKTypHa crieuu@uKanus U BceoOXBaTHO JIeTai-
HO (popmanu3upaHe Ha JajeHa MpeagMeTHa 00JacT Ha 3HAHWETO ¢ IOMOIITa Ha KOH-
uenrtyaieH mozen. KoHuenTtyanusanusra npeanoiara onucaHiue Ha MHOXKECTBO OT
00CKTH U TIOHATHSI, 3HAHUS 32 TSIX M BPB3KU MEXKIY TsAX. KoHLenTyarHuaT Moaen ce
npuara Karo Gpopma 3a IpeACTaBs HE HA 3HAHUS 33 PEaTHUS CBST MM 32 4acTU OT
Hero. OOMKHOBEHO € M3TPaJeH OT HepapXUYHU CTPYKTYpH OT JaHHHU, KOUTO ChIbp-
kKaTt 00eKTH, BPB3KUTE MEXKIY TSAX U MPaBUJIaTa, IPUETH B IPeIMETHATa 00JIacT.

[IpencraBena ¢opmanu3upaHo, OHTOJOTHATA C€ ChbCTOM OT PEYHHUK Ha TEPMU-
HHUTE, OPTraHU3UPaHU B TAKCOHOMUSI, TEXHUTE ONPEACICHUS U aTpuOyTH, a ChILO U
JIOTHYECKH M3pa3u, OMUCBAIIN TIXHOTO B3auMmozerictere. Ha Ta3u ocHoBa D o u et
al. (2004) cmsTat, ye OHTONOTHUSATA UTPae KIOUOBA POJIS MPH OMUCBAaHE Ha ,,CEMaH-
TUKara“ Ha naHaute. [Ipe3 nociaequuTe ronuHu ce mpreMa, 4e OHTOJIOTUHUTE ca 0a3u
OT 3HaHUS OT CIIEUUAJICH THII, KOUTO MOTaT Ja ce pa30upar, 1a ce OTACIAT OT CIie-
UATUCTUTE U JIa Ce CIIOACIAT MEKAY MoTpeOuTenure. B kKoHTeKcTa Ha CIIOAEIISTHETO
Ha 3HAHUS OHMOLO2UUME Cd ,, CNOPA3YMEHUS OMHOCHO CHOOENeHUme KOHYenmyaiu-
sayuu* (Gruber, 2009) wm ,, popmanna cneyugurayus Ha odWa MepMUHONOSUS,
ypes kosimo moeam oa bvoam npeocmasenu cnodenenume 3uanus“ (Defourny,
Bontemps, 2012). Taka oHTOJIOrMUTE OrpaHUYaBaT NpoOIEMHUTE, CBbP3aHH C
HEONPE/IEICHOCTTa Ha CHCTEMATa.

CbBpEMEHHUTE OHTOJIOTHHU CE CHCTOST OT €IHHU U CHIIN eIEMEHTH, HE3aBUCHMO
OT M3IMOJI3BaHUTE Pa3HOOOPa3HM €3UIH 3a onucanue. Pa3paboTBaHUTE OHTOIOTUYHU
MOZETH CE€ M3TPa)XAaT CTaHAApPTHO M ChABPIKAT ONpeaesieHH KOHLENTH (TOHSTHS,
00€KTH, KJIacoBe), CBOWCTBA HAa KOHLENTUTE (aTpuOyTH), OTHOILIEHHUS MEXIy KOH-
HenTuTe (3aBUCUMOCTH, (QYHKIMHU) M AOIBIHUTEIHE OTPAaHUYCHHS, Te(UHUPAHU C
axcuomu (T y x a p o B, 2008).

[TpuiaraneTo Ha OHTOJOTMH B F€OMH(POPMALMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOIMU OCHTYpPsBa
BB3MOXKHOCT 3a CHOACSIHE U MHOTOKPATHO M3MOJI3BaHE HA MPOCTPAHCTBEHUTE aH-
HM Ha Hali-a0CTPaKTHO HUBO, KaTo Taka MojrnomMara padorara ¢ 0OLIM 3HAHHS U He-
3aBUCHMa WH(OpMAIHS 32 ONPEIeNICHN CTPYKTYypH OT naHHH. KitouoBara posst Ha
OHTOJIOTUUTE IO OTHOILICHHE HAa CUCTEMUTE 3a 0a3M JaHHU € Jla Ce ONpelesin KakK aa
ObIIaT MpeACTaBeHH JaHHUTE 32 MOJICIIUTE HAa HUBO HA a0CTpaKIMs HaJl CIelM(DUIHO
NPOCKTHPAaHUTE 0a3u AaHHHU (JIOTHYECKH WM (U3MYECKHU), TaKa ue JAaHHUTE J]a MO-
rar ja ObJaT eKCIopTUPaHH, NIPeaBaHu, U3BIMYaHH, OOCTMHABAHU U T.H. B CAMOC-
TOSITENTHO Pa3pabOTEeHN CHUCTEMHU U yCIYTH. YCHEIIHUTE MPUIOKEHHS TOHACTOSIILEM
BKJIIOUBar 0a3u JJaHHU C ONEpaTHBHA ChBMECTUMOCT, Bb3MOKHOCTHU 32 KPBCTOCAHO
ThPCEHE U MHTETPUpPaHe Ha yeO yCIyru.

3EMHO IIOKPUTUE U 3EMEIIOJI3BAHE

Onronoruara Ha Teorpad)CcKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO BKIFOUBA OCHOBHUTE KOHIIEITY-
aJIHU NOHSTUSL NPOCMPAHCME0, epeme, cvbumue U obexm. B Hiepapxusra Ha o0ek-
TUTE €MH OT 0a30BHTE KOHIIENTH € 3eMHOTO MOKpHuTHe. [lo3HaHHATa 32 36MHOTO
MOKPUTHE B IPOCTPAHCTBOTO M BPEMETO CE OPTaHU3UPAT U CTPYKTYpUpaT Ype3 KOH-
HENTyaJIHO TPyTIHpaHe B Kareropuu (kiaacose). @opMHUpaHETO Ha KaTETOPUHTE CE OC-
HOBaBa Ha BB3IMMPUEMAHETO Ha CHUICCTBYBAIIUTE ITPOCTPAHCTBEHO-BPEMEBU CXO/ICTBA
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U pa3nyusi B 36MHOTO TIOKPUTHE, HAOMIOMaBaHH B OKOJTHATA cpenia. ToBa OCHTYpsiBa
BB3MOXKHOCT 32 U3TPKIAAHETO HA 3HAHUS 34 CTPYKTypaTa U MPOMEHHUTE Ha 36MHOTO
MTOKPUTHE.

BakHa 9acT OT 3HAHHATA 3@ 36MHOTO TIOKPHUTHE € HETOBOTO Je(hUHUPAHE U pa3-
TrpaHUYaBaHE OT 3€MEIOI3BAHETO. 3eMHOMO NOKpuUmue Ce OTHACS JI0 YCTAHOBEHUTE
abnoTnuHu ((pU3MYecKn) U OMOTUYHM OOCKTH Ha 3eMHaTa MoBbpXHOCT (M ey e,
Turner 1992) u ce nedunupa xaro ,,Habnodasanume (buo)gusuiecku xapaxme-
PUCMUKY HA 3eMHAMA NOGBPXHOCT, KOUMO Ce PA321edcoam Kamo ACHO OnpedeneHu
2eoepaghcku obexmu u mogice 0a ce U3NoN38am om opyaume OUCYUNIUHU 3a 2e02pagh-
cku peghepenmuu dannu (D1 Gregorio, O’ Brien, 2012). U3cnenBanusara Ha
3€MHOTO TIOKPUTHE Ca CPABHUTEITHO HOBa 00JacT, pa3paboTBaHa Mpe3 MOCIeTHUTE
40 roguHU B TSCHA BPb3Ka C M3MOJ3BaHETO ciued 1972 1. Ha caTeIUuTHHU U30-
OpaxeHus 3a HaOmoneHue Ha 3emsTa. M3pnuyaHeTo u oOpaboTkara Ha Ouodu-
3UYECKUTE TMPOMEHIMBH OT CATEIUTHH M300paKEHHS B PA3IHMYHH BPEMEBH CEPHU
(mepuomu) MpeaoCTaBsi KOJHUSCTBEHH OMUCAHUS Ha 3eMHATa MOBBPXHOCT B TOUHO
OTIpE/ICTICHH U3MEPEHUS Ha MPOCTPAHCTBOTO U BPEMETO.

WHudbopmanusTa 3a 3eMEMOI3BaHETO Ce ChOMpPa MPe3 OTHOCUTEIHO IO-IbJIBI UC-
TOPUYECKH TIEPUO]T, HO TS HE MOXKeE Jia ObJIe IOJTy4YeHA IMPEKTHO OT CaTSIIUTHUTE U30-
OpaxxeHUs U € HeoOXOaMMO J1a ObJie U3BJICUCHA (EKCTpaxupaHa) upes3 ,,KOMOMHUPaHE
Ha HAOMIONEHHSI C AMCTAHIIMOHHU M3CIICABAHUS, 3HAHUS HA PETHOHAIHO U JIOKATHO
HUBO (BKJIIOUHTETHO TEPEHHH W3CICABAHUS) U Apyra JOMBIHUTEIHA HHPOPMAITHS,
KOSITO CBBP3Ba J@JICHO 36€MHO TIOKPUTHE B PETMOHA C OMPEJCIICHO 3eMeroiI3BaHe
(Sohl,Sleeter, 2012). 3emenonzeanemo ce neduHUpa KaTo ,,HauuH uiu gopma
Ha u3non38ane unu enadenue na zemama om xopama* (Giri, 2012), 1. e. oTHacs ce
710 QYHKIIMUTE WK CONUATHO-UKOHOMHUYCCKUTE IIEIM Ha M3MOJ3BAaHE Ha 3eMsITa OT
XOpara 3a U3BIHYAHE Ha MOJI3H, MTPOAYKTH U YCIYTH.

3eMHOTO MTOKPUTHUE U 3€METOI3BAHETO Ca TACHO CBBbP3aHU MMOMEKAY CU M B3a-
HUMHO CH BJIHSIST, KATO MPOMEHUTE B 3¢MHOTO TIOKPUTHE MOTAT Jia 0BEAT J0 MpPO-
MEHH B 3eMemnon3BaHeTo u ooparHo. Criopen Loveland, DeFries (2004)
MHOTO YE€CTO T€3H BPB3KH Ca KOMIUICKCHH, Thi KaTO JaJICHO 3EMEIOI3BAHE MOXKE
Jia ObJIe CBBP3aHO C HAKOJIKO Pa3JIMYHU THIIA 36MHO IIOKPUTHE, & OIPECIICHO 36MHO
MOKPUTHE MOXKE Jla UMa HSIKOJKO Pa3IMYHU BHJA 3eMernon3Bane. M3scHsIBaHETO HA
pasInuuATa MEKAY 36MHOTO MOKPUTHE U 36METOI3BAHETO MPOTHYA B JIBE MPOTHUBO-
MOJIOKHH TIOCOKH, KaTo IHKM aBTOPH CE HACOYBAT KbM ThPCEHE Ha BPB3KUTE MEXKTY TAX
(Anderson etal, 1976; CE C, 1995), a npyru cMsTar, 4e € He0OOX0AUMO MO-SCHOTO
uM pasrpannvaBane (Jansen, Di Gregorio,2002;Comber etal., 2004 u
2005; Comb er, 2008). 3a MHOTO OT pa3pabOTBaHUTE MPHUIIOKESHUS Ca HEOOXOIUMH
JIAHHH KaKTO 3a 3€MHOTO IMOKPHUTHE, TaKa U 3a 3eMernoii3BaneTo. ETo 3amo noBevyero
OT CHIIECTBYBAIINTE KIACH(UKAIIMOHHN CHCTEMH ChABPIKAT NCPUHUINH HA KIaco-
BETE, KOUTO B U3BECTHA CTEIICH CMECBAT 36MHOTO MOKPUTUE U 3€MENOI3BAHETO. 3a
MOHHUTOPHHTA Ha 3eMHATa MOBBPXHOCT 00aue ¢ BAXHO J1a Ob/1e Bh3MOKHO TE3H JIaH-
HU J1a Ce TOJTyYaBar MOOT/ACTHO U Ja MOTaT Jja ¢e KOMOMHHUPAT M0 Pa3INUYCH HAUHH.
Ho Ha TO3M eTan u3Moj3BaHETO HA JMCTAHIIMOHHU W3CIEIBaHUS € MO-TOIXOISINO
3a HAOJIOJICHHUE HA 3€MHOTO TOKPHUTHE, & MYJATHCICKTPAITHUTE U3MEPBAHHS MOTAT
Jia TIPEIOCTABAT CaMO B M3BECTHA CTETEH KOHTEKCTAa M XapaKTEPUCTHKHUTE, KOUTO Ja
MOJITIOMOTHAT Pa3KPUBAHETO U HA 36METI0JI3BAHETO.
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KOHUEIITYAJIIM3ALIMA HA 3EMHOTO ITOKPUTUE

HHaTepnperanusiTa Ha JaHHU OT AUCTAHIIMOHHU W3CJICIBAaHUS O0XBaIlla PEAHIla
MpOIIeCH, KaTto adCTPaKIMs, KITacu(pHUKaIUs U TeHepalu3alys, Bb3 OCHOBA Ha KOUTO
ce M3BIIMYAT JaHHH 32 3eMHOTO IMOKPUTHE Ha Oa3ara Ha KIacu()UKAIIMOHHU CHCTEMU
3a TIPEACTaBIHE HAa KOMIUIEKCHHS XapakTep Ha peanHus cBsT. leorpadckure na-
HU TI0 CBOSATA CHIHOCT ca adCTPAKTHO MPEJCTABSIHE HA PEaTHOCTTA, B KOHKPETHUS
cilydail Ha BB3IPHEMaHETO Ha PEaHOCTTa OT KocMoca. Kakro m3rpkBar Comber
et al. (2005), mponecsT Ha abCTpaKIMA UMa JBIOOKO YCTAHOBEH COIUANICH M MOJH-
TUYECKU KOHTEKCT, OT KOETO MPOU3THYAT OTHOCUTEITHH U3MEPBAaHMS HA PEATTHOCTTA.
ETo 3amo ck3aBaHeTo M M3INOJI3BAHETO HA JIAHHH 32 3€MHOTO TIOKPHTHE € TACHO
00BBP3aHO CHC CONMATHIS ONUT (MHTEPEC, OTPAaHNYEHUS, KOHTEKCT U T.H.). ToBa 3a-
KITFOUCHHE SICHO CE WITIOCTPUpA OT (hakTa, ue ca pa3paboTeHH pa3TudHH KiIacupuka-
IIUMOHHHU CUCTEMHU HAa 3EMHOTO NOKPUTUEC, KOUTO MPEACTABAT pPa3JIMYHU ITICIHNA TOYKHU
3a peayHusi CBAT. BB Bpb3Ka ¢ TOBa B HAYYHHUTE CPEH CE MPOBEKAA JUCKYCHUS 3a
OTHOIIICHUETO ,,pealTN3bM — PEIATUBU3BM ‘, KaTo JacT oT aBropute (Jo n e s, 2002;
Comber etal, 2005 Defourny, Bontemps,2012) npuemar enmucremo-
JIOTHYECKHsI PEaTHBU3BM (JIOIYyCKAHETO, Y€ HUKOTA HE MOXeE JIa € M03HABA TOYHO
CBINECTBYBAIIaTa PEATHOCT) U OTXBBPIISIT OHTOJIOTHYECKHS PETaTHBU3BM (CXBala-
HETO, Y€ OMMCAHUETO Ha PEaTHOCTTA HE € OrpaHndeHo 1o npuHIuM). J o n e s (2002)
npejiara MeXxJIMHHa HO3ULUSI MEXKTY ,,UUCT  peasiu3bM U ,,4UCT" peaTUBU3bM, KaTO
JIOITyCKa Bh3MOKHOCTTA Pa3HOOOPA3HUTE THIKYBAHHUS HA PEATHOCTTA J1a Ce IIPHEeMaT
Karo “3HayeHus‘, a He KaTo “UCTUHHU' U CMSTA, Y€ ,,pEaHUSAT CBIT B TOJIKOBA IO-
BHCOKA CTETIeH € COMMaTHO (MITpHpaH (IIPEUHCTEH), KOJIKOTO MOBeYe 3HAYECHHUS ca
KoHCTpyupanu*. Ha Ta3u ocHOBa MoXke /1a ce 000011H, Ye moHacTosIeM pazpado-
TEHHUTE KIACU(PUKAIMOHHU CHCTEMHU Ha 36MHOTO IMOKPUTHE Ca COI[HAITHO U3rPpaJicHH
C KOHKpETeH KYJITYPEeH M TeXHW4YeCKH KOHTeKCT. Ho kakTo m3TpkBa A hlqvist
(2008) xnacudukanusaTa € HEOOXOIUMOCT JIa C€ CTPYKTYPHpa IOMEHH Ha crienudud-
HHW 3HaHMHs, 3a Ja C€ Chb31aJ€ CbBMCCTUMOCT U CTaOMITHOCT B KOMYHUKaAIUATA MEKIY
OTIEITHUTE CyOEeKTH.

OHnTONIOTHATA Ha 3eMHOTO TIOKPUTHE C€ M3rpak/a Ha Oa3ara Ha U30paHuUs KOH-
nentyayieH mojenl. PazpaboTeHu ca JBa OCHOBHHM KOHIICNITyallHU MOjela 3a U30-
OpassiBaHe Ha MPOCTPAHCTBEHUTE U3MEPEHUS HA 3eMHATa MOBBPXHOCT: pacmepeH,
U3rpajieH OT MUKCEIH, U 8eKmopeH, ChIbpKall 00eKTH. 3eMHara MOBbPXHOCT €
JUCKpETU3HpaHa B NMUKCEIH Ha CaTeIUTHUTE M300paxenus. Koraro pazmepsbT Ha
MUKCENIa € TMO-TOJIAM WU OJIU3BK 70 TO3U Ha OTAETHUTE eINHULHN (KJIACOBE) 3eMHO
MOKPUTHE, TAHHUTE OOMKHOBEHO CE TPEJICTABAT KaTO PACTEPEH MOJICIT OT MUKCEIH.
Koraro pazmepbT Ha NHKCella € 3HAYUTETHO MO-MaJbK OT KJIACOBETE 3€MHO II0-
KpUTHE, HATPUMEP B M300paXKCHUsI ¢ MHOTO BUCOKA TIPOCTPAHCTBEHA PE30IFOIIHS,
MTO-TIOIXOMSAI € BEKTOPHHUIT MOJIEI, KOWTO MPEACTaBs OYepTaHUATA HAa OOCKTUTE
(xmacoserTe).

KOHHCHTYEUIH?)ZU.[I/ISIT& Ha 3€MHOTO IOKPUTHUEC IIOCTaBA BaXXHHU CHCI_[I/I(bI/I‘IHI/I
HpO6_HeMI/I, KOUTO C€ OTHACAT A0 CBABPKAHUCTO U I'PAaHUIIUTE HA OTACIIHUTE 00ek-
TH, pa3Mepa Ha u3cjellBaHaTa MPOCTPAHCTBEHA SIUHUIIA M BIUSHUETO HA U3IIOJI3-
BaHUTE Maladu BbPXY METOJIUTE Ha U3CIIe/IBaHE U MoTydeHuTe pesynrara. Crnopen
Duhamel, Vidal(1998) coappxannero Ha 0OEKTHUTE € KOMITJIEKCEH MPOoOIIeM,
Thi KaTo OMHCAHUETO HA YacT OT 3eMHara MOBBPXHOCT MpeJroara, 4e TS € SCHO
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JnepuHUpaHa B MPOCTPaHCTBOTO. Hsikom 00eKTH MoraT JIeCHO J1a ce WACHTHPHULIUpAT
M MMar SICHO M3BEHH (PM3NYECKU TPaHUIHM (3aCTPOEHH IUIOLIH, Hapienn o0padoT-
Baema 3eMs H 1p.). Ho 0OMKHOBEHO B €CTECTBEHA WJIM MOJIyeCTECTBEHA MPUPOIHA
Cpea TpaHnuIUTe ca pa3MHUTH (HEJIMHEHHHU) U OYepTaHHUsITa Ha OTACTHUTE OOCKTH ca
HESICHU C ITOCTENEHEH MPEeX0 MEKAY TAX, KOETO 3aTPyJHsIBA Pa3rpaHUuaBaHETO UM.
ToBa Hanara pa3pabOTBaHETO U MPUJIATaHETO Ha PA3JIMYHHU MOAXOAN U aITOPUTMH 32
onucanue (knacudukanys) Ha 00EKTUTE.

OINIEPATBHA CbBMECTUMOCT HA KITACUOUKALIMUTE
HA 3EMHOTO IIOKPUTHUE

Knacudukarmsara e mojaxoa 3a NpeJCTaBsiHe Ha OTPOMHOTO pasHooOpasue u
KOMITIEKCHOCT Ha PEaTHHS CBIT B OTpaHUYCH Opoil M30paHH KJIacoBe (KaTETOPHH ).
[Topamu TOBa Besika KiTacH(PUKAITMOHHA CHCTEMa MOYXKE J1a ObJIe OOCKT Ha HAyIHH TI0-
nemukn 1 quckycnn. D e fourny, Bontem p s (2012) cmarar, ue knacuduka-
[MUOHHHUTE CUCTEMH Ca TOJKOBA MO-OCIOPBAHHU, KOJIKOTO TO-TACHO ca (PUKCUPAHU U
OTIpE/ICNICHH, 3aTOBa ¢ HEOOXOJNMO Jla ¢€ TIOCTHTHE MO-NIMPOKA TPUCIIOCOOMMOCT.
MakcumalHara rbBKaBOCT Ha KiIacH(UKAIMOHHATA CHCTEMa MOYKe J1a ObJie 3ana3eHa
uype3 neUHUPAHETO HA MUHUMAJICH HA0Op OT JECKPUIITHBHU NPUMUTHBU. Ha Ta3u
OCHOBa KJIACH(HKAIUITA HA OOCKTHUTE 3¢MHO TIOKPUTHE OT PEATHUS CBSIT 3ar04Ba ¢
TPyIIUpaHeTo Ha 0a30BU €IIEMEHTH (IECKPUNTHBHU MPUMUTHBH) M KOMOMHHPAHETO
UM TI0 pa3IMYHH HAYWHH, TaKa ue Jia CE OIHUIIE IHA MTO-CII0YKHA CEMaHTHKa TPH BCSI-
KO CAMOCTOSITEITHO Ch3/IaBaHE HA OHTOJIOTHSI.

ITo orHOMmIEeHME Ha IpocTpaHcTBeHAaTa HHpopMarisa S o k a 1 (1974) nedurupa
Kiacu(uKammsaTa Karo ,,[T0CIeIOBATeIHO MTOAPESKIaHe Ha OOCKTUTE B TPyNH Ha Oa-
3ara Ha TEXHHUTE B3amMooTHomeHus“, Bowker, S tar (1999) s onpenemsT kato
,»[IPOCTPAHCTBEHA, TEMITOPAITHA HITH TIPOCTPAHCTBEHO-TEMITOPATHA CETMEHTAIHSI Ha
peamaus cear,aDi Gregorio, O’Brien (2012) mpuemar, ue , kracugurayusma
e abcmpakmuo npedcmasgsne Ha 0OeKmume Om Peantusl Césm, Kamo ce usnoni3eam
KAACO6e Wi MepMUnU, YCMAanoseHu upe3 menmaren npoyec'. KiracupukanuoHHUTE
CHCTEMH Ha 36MHOTO MOKPUTHE ONMCBAT CHCTEMAaTHYHATA paMKa 3a CTPYKTypHpa-
He Ha MH(MOpMaNUATa B Ta3u OONACT ¢ HAMMEHOBAHHS Ha KIIACOBETE, KPUTEPUH 32
TSIXHOTO pa3rpaHnvaBaHe U ONpE/eITHe Ha B3aMMOOTHOIICHHUATA MOMEX Ty uM. [To
TaKbB HAYMH KIaCU(PUKANUATA U3UCKBA Ja ce JeUHUpaT TPaHHUIIUTE Ha KITaCOBETE,
KOUTO TPsIOBA Ja ObAT SICHU, TOYHH, 110 Bh3MOKHOCT KOJIMYCCTBEHH U OCHOBAHU Ha
obextuBHU Kputepun. Criopen Di Gregorio, O'Brien (2012) B uneamaus
ciydail Kacu(puKalMoHHATa CHCTEMa € HEeOOXOJMMO J1a TIPUTEKaBa CICHHUTE Xa-
PaKTEPUCTHKH:

— CBhBMECTHMOCT, YHUKATHOCT W CUCTEMATUYHOCT, IPWJIATaHu Karo Kiacudu-
KaI[MOHHU TIPUHIIUTIN;

— MPUIIOKUMOCT 32 ITHTHOTO ONMCAaHKUE Ha BCUYKU BUJIOBE OOCKTH;

— I'BJTHOTA M CHBPIKATEIIHO ONMCAHUE Ha IeNUsl TePUTOpHAlieH 00XBaT Ha pa-
HOHa;

— YHUKAITHOCT, B3aMMHO U3KJIFOYBAHE M HEJIBYCMHCICHOCT Ha KIIACOBETE.

basuTe naHHU 32 3eMHOTO MMOKPUTHE M 32 BCHUKHU MPHIIOKEHHS, KOUTO MPE/ICTa-

38



BAT JIByM3MEPHO JaJIeHa 4acT OT 3eMHaTa MOBbPXHOCT, C€ OCHOBABAT Ha KJIaCH(UKa-
WU ¥ CH3JIaJICHUTE MOJICIIM Ha JIAHHU Ca U3BECTHU KaTo JICTCHIU WM HOMEHKJIATY-
pu. Ero3amo Di Gregorio, O’Brien (2012) npuemar, ue recenoama MOxe 1a
ce 0ehuHupa Kamo NPUIOICeHUe HA ONPeOeleHl KIACUDUKAYUOHHU Kpumepuu (K1d-
CUDUKAYUOHHU NPABUIA UTU KIACOBE) 8 XapaKmepeH 2e02paghcku pation npu onpede-
Jlen kapmoepagpcku mawad u cneyuguxa na dannume. Bb3 0CHOBa Ha TOBa aBTOPUTE
MIPABSIT 3aKIFOUEHUETO, Y€ JISTCHaTa MOXKe JIa ChIbPKa CaMO POTIOPIIMOHAIHA YaCT
WM U3BaJIKa OT BCHMYKM BB3MOXKHU KJIAaCOBE Ha pedepeHTHaTa Kiacu(HUKAIlMOHHA
cucrema.

[MaBHUAT MUCKYCHOHEH U BCE OILIE Hepa3pellieH BbIPOC BbB BPb3Ka C HAYYHHUTE
M3CIEABaHUS M NPWIOKECHUATA HA 3€MHOTO MOKPUTHE € CBBP3aH C XAPMOHUZAYUS-
Mma U UHMeSpUpPanemo Ha Cbuecmsysawume KiaCUQuUKayuoHuu cucmemu. 3acera
HsMA eJJHa YHHBEPCAJIHA, YTBBPJICHA U BCEOOIIO MpHeTa Kiacu(ukamus Ha 3eMHO-
TO MOKPUTHE, KOSATO Jia ObJIC B JIOCTAThYHO BHUCOKA CTEIEH e(EKTHUBHA, KOPEKTHA,
OTBOpEHA U C Bb3MOXXHOCTH 3a pasmmupenne. Ot 70-te roaquan Ha XX B. gocera ca
pa3paboTeHu ToyisiM Opoil pasnuuHu (MEXKIYHAPOIHH M HALMOHAIIHM) KiIacU(HUKa-
[IMOHHU CHUCTEMH Ha 3€MHOTO MOKPHUTHE, KOUTO OCUTYPSBAT TPYIHO CHIIOCTaBUMA
unpopmanus. [IppBata knacupukanus Ha 36MHOTO TMOKPUTHE M 3€MEIOJI3BAHETO
Ha 0a3ara Ha JaHHU OT CaTCIIMTHHU M300paxKeHUs U aepo(OTOCHUMKH € Ch3/1aJICHA B
mbpBOHAvanHara cu Bepcus mpe3 1972 . orAnderson et al. (1972), kato B mo-
II'BJIHEH U 3aBBPILICH BUJI € MyOJIMKyBaHa HIKOJIKO TOJUHY T0-KbCHO (Anderson et
al., 1976). I1pe3 80-te u 90-te roguun Ha XX B. ce HAOMIOaBa 3HAUUTEITHO PA3BUTHE
Ha MPOrpaMUTE U WHUIMATHBHUTE 3a KapTorpadupaHe Ha 3eMHOTO TIOKPUTHE B TJIO-
Oanen Mamiad, KOeTo OT CBOSI CTpaHa € TACHO CBbP3aHO M ce 0a3upa Ha pa3BUTHETO
Ha T€OMH(OPMAIIMOHHUTE TEXHOJIOTUHU U MOJ00PSIBAHE KAYECTBOTO HA CATCIIUTHUTE
nanHu. Ha Ta3u ocHOBa ce pa3paboTBaT peauiia CTaH[apTU3NPaHU KiTacu(DUKAIIUU Ha
3eMHOTO TIOKPHUTHE, MTO-U3BECTHU OT KOHUTO Ca:

— CORINE (Coordination of Information on the Environment) Land Cover
(CEC, 1995; Perdigao, Annoni, 1997; Bossard etal, 2000; E E A, 2002,
2007) (Tabmn. 1)

— AFRICOVER /FAO/ (K alensky, 1998)

— Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) /FAO/ (Di Gregorio, Jansen,
2000)

— International Geosphere-Biosphere Program (IGBP) MODLand (Friedl et
al.,2002; Hansen etal., 2002)

— Global Land Cover 2000 (GLC2000) /ESA/ (Bartholome, Belward,
2005)

— GlobCover 2006 /ESA/ (Arino etal., 2007)

Pa3paborenu ca 1 MHOTO Kilacu(pUKaIMK HA HAITMOHATHO U PETHOHATHO HUBO Ha
0a3zara Ha caTeTUTHHU U300paKeHUsI ¢ pa3inyuHa pe3omtonus, Hanpumep: US National
Land Cover Database (NLCD), Pan-European Land Cover Monitoring (PELCOM),
the 4th level CORINE Land Cover nomenclature for the PHARE countries (Feranec,
Otahel, 2004), UK Land Cover Map 2007, Land Cover classification of the Atlas
of Canada, Africa seasonal land cover regions legend, Minnesota Land Cover
Classification System, LANDEO Portugal, Land Cover and Land Use Information
System of Spain (SIOSE) u 1.H. ToBa moka3Ba XeTeporeHHOCTTa Ha KJIacH(pHKAIHOH-
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Tabnuua 1

Homenxnamypa ,, KOPUHE 3emno nokpumue *“ (CORINE Land Cover Nomenclature)

Hugo 1 Hugo 2 Hugo 3
1. AHTpONIOreHHU 1.1. Hacenenu mecta 1.1.1. Hacenenu mecTta ¢ MHOTO BH-
o0exTn COKa ITBTHOCT Ha 3aCTPOSIBAHE

1.1.2. Hacemenu mecra ¢ BHCOKa,
CpelHa W HHUCKAa IUTBTHOCT Ha 3a-
CTpOsiBaHe

1.2. UnnycrpuamaHu,
THPTOBCKM W TpPaHC-
MOPTHU O0CKTH

1.2.1. lngycTpyaliHy MK THPTOBCKHA OOCKTH

1.2.2. IIpTHA ¥ KO MPEXHU, U MpUIIe-
JKalara UM 3eMs

1.2.3. IIpucranuma
1.2.4. Jletnma
1.3. Munn, cmetnma | 1.3.1. Mecra 3a 100MB Ha IOJIE3HA
1 CTPOUTETTHH OOCKTH HM3KOITaeEMU
1.3.2. Cmetumia
1.3.3. Crpoutenau o0eKkTH
1.4. Amnrtponorennu | 1.4.1. 3e1eHu MIOLIM B HACEIEHU MeCTa
HE3EMCICICKH  ILIO- | 1 4.2 Mecra 3a CITIOPT U OTAUX
M C PACTHTEITHOCT
2. emenencku 2.1. ObpaboTBaema 2.1.1. HenarosiBana o6paboTBaemMa 3eMs
MU
3¢ semi 2.1.2. TlocTtosHHO HamosiBaHa 00Opa-
OoTBaeMa 3eMst
2.1.3. Opmsuma
2.2. Tpaitau 2.2.1. Jlozsa
HaCHXICHHA 2.2.2. OBOIIHH U SITOJOBH HACAKICHUS
2.2.3. MacnuHOBU T'paJiHU
2.3. Ilacuma 2.3.1. Ilacuma
2.4. PazHOpOIHH 2.4.1. ETHOTOMUIITHYU KyITypH 3ae/-
3eMEJIEJICKH 3EMU HO C TPaliHM HACaXICHUS
2.4.2. KoMriekcr OT pa3apoOeHH 3e-
MeJIeNl CKA 3€EMH
2.4.3. 3eMenelICKH 3¢MH ChC 3HAUH-
TEJIHU yYaCThIU €CTCCTBEHA PACTH-
TEHOCT
2.4.4. Arpo-necoBbICKU TUIONIH
3.2. XpacroBu w/unu | 3.2.1. EcrecTBeHH TPEBHH ILIOLIH
TPCBHU  PACTUTCIHU 3.2.2. Pacturennn cnobuiecrBa Ha
cpobiecTBa XpacTH U TPEBU
3.2.3. CruiepoduiiHa paCTUTEITHOCT

3.2.4. IlpexogHa IBbPBECHO-XPACTO-
Ba PaCTUTEIHOCT
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3.3. Otkpuru mpoc- | 3.3.1. InaxHu UBUIH, TIOHU, TSICHIN
TpaHCTsa C  MaJKO | 332 [omu ckaiu
ﬁg?T Ges  pacturen- 3.3.3. [Inomu ¢ psiaKa pacTUTEITHOCT
3.3.4. OnoxapeHu IIomHu
3.3.5. JleqHunm ¥ IOCTOSTHHO 3acHe-
KEHHU 00JacTu
3. Topu u monyec- | 3.1. T'opu 3.1.1. HlupokoaucTHH TOpH
TECTBCHHU ILIOIIH 3.1.2. UrnonmuctHU TOPH
3.1.3. Cmecenu ropu
4. Bnaxuu 30HU 4.1. Berpewnu 4.1.1. Berpemrau Omata
BIIaXKHH 30HU 4.1.2. Topdpenu Gnara
4.2. Kpaitbpexun 4.2.1. Conenu Gnara
BJIQ)KHU 30HU 4.2.2. Conmauun
4.2.3. IlpuMBHO-OTIMBHY 00JIACTH
5. Boguu 06extu 5.1. Berpeman Bonu | 5.1.1. Bogau Teuenus
5.1.2. Bonnu miowmu
5.2. Mopcku Bou 5.2.1. KpaitOpexHu JaryHu
5.2.2. Ectyapu
5.2.3. Mopera u OKeaHu

HUTC CUCTCMU HA 3EMHOTO IMOKPUTHC. P a3pa6OTBaHCTO Ha O6H_II/I CTaHAapTU MOKE J1a
OCUTYpH XOMOI'CHHA U ChIIOCTABUMaA I/IH(l)OpMaL[I/I}I Ha pas3jinyHu HUBA — I‘J'I06a.]'IHO,
HAIlMOHAJIHO U PCTUOHAJIHO.

3AKJIIOYEHUE

OHTO.HOI‘I/ISITa € €aAHO OT Haﬁ-HepCHeKTHBHHTe HaHpaBJ’IeHI/IH B O6J'IaCTTa Ha
dopmanuzanusaTa Ha 3HAHHS, KOETO pa3KpuBa HOBU BH3MOXKHOCTH M CPEJICTBA 32
U3BJIMYAHE, IPEACTABIHE, CTPYKTYpUpPaHEe U U3II0/I3BaHe Ha 3HaHuA. [Ipriiaranero
Ha OHTOJIOTUU B FeOPIH(bOpMaHI/IOHHI/ITe TCXHOJIOTUU Hpe}lOCTaBH BB3MOXHOCT 3a
CIIOJICIISTHE U MHOTOKPATHO M3II0JI3BaHE HA MPOCTPAHCTBEHUTE JJaHHU Ha a0CTPAKT-
HO HMBO, KaTo Taka IojoMara paborara ¢ oOLIM 3HaHUS M He3aBUCHMa HHOOP-
Malus 3a ONpeAesIeHU CTPYKTYpH OT JaHHu. KitouoBara poiist Ha OHTOJIOTHUTE 110
OTHOIIICHKE HA CHUCTEMHUTE 3a 0a3u JaHHU € CBbp3aHa C OCUTYPSBAHETO Ha olepa-
THBHA CBbBMCCTHUMOCT, BB3MOXKXHOCTH 3a Kp’BCTOCﬁHO T’prCHe u I/IHTerI/IpaHe Ha
yeb ycIyr.

Ha 0a3ata Ha OHTOJIOTHUTE Ce pa3pabOTBAT CEMAHTHUYHU CHCTEMH 3a OIH-
CaHWe Ha pa3UYHHUTE TAKCOHOMHUHM (KIacHU(pUKAIMOHHU CHCTEMH) Ha JOMElHa
3€MHO HOKpI/ITI/Ie. CBSI[aBaHI/ITe OHTOJIOTHUH HA 3€MHOTO HOKpI/ITI/Ie onpez[enﬂT I10-
HATHTA ¥ TEXHUTE B3aMMOOTHOIICHUS B IPOCTPAHCTBOTO M BPEMETO, KaTO ChIIle-
BpeMeHHO OCI/II‘ypﬂBaT BB3MOXHOCT 3a CIIOICISIHEC HAa CCMAaHTHUYHATa I/IH(bOpMa-
1M 32 KJIACOBETE U MHOTOKPATHO M3I10JI3BaHE HA FTEHEPUPAHUTE IPOCTPAHCTBEHH
reo0a3u JaHHMU.
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LAND COVER ONTOLOGY

R. Vatseva

(Summary)

The term “ontology* comes from the field of philosophy that deals with the
study of being. Application of ontology in information technology is associated with
the need to create an exact description of the real world or its parts using formal and
formalized structures. Gruber (1993) defines ontology as ,,an explicit specification of
conceptualization or ,,formal explicit specification of a shared conceptualization*
(Gruber, 1995). In the context of computer and information sciences the ontology is
defined by Gruber (2009) as a set of representational primitives with which to mod-
el a domain of knowledge. The representational primitives are typically classes (or
sets), attributes (or properties), and relationships (or relations between members of a
class). In the context of database systems, ontology can be adopted as a level of ab-
straction of datasets, similarly to hierarchical and relational models, but intended for
modeling knowledge about individual objects, their attributes, and their relationships
with other objects. In the context of knowledge sharing, the term ontology means “a
specification of a conceptualization* (Gruber, 2009), or ontology is a description of
the concepts and relationships that can exist for an agent or a community of agents.
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Application of ontology in geoinformation technology enables the sharing and reuse
of spatial data, including land cover data, on the most abstract level.

Knowledge for land cover in space and time is organized and structured by con-
ceptual grouping in categories (classes). Land cover refers to the observed biotic and
abiotic objects of the earth’s surface (Meyer, Turner, 1992). Land cover is defined by
Di Gregorio and O’Brien (2012) as the observed (bio)-physical cover of the earth’s
surface. It can be considered a geographically explicit feature that other disciplines
can use as a geographical reference. Giri (2012) defines land use as the way or man-
ner in which the land is used or occupied by humans. Conceptualization of land
cover raises important specific issues that are related to the content and boundaries of
individual objects, the size of the studied spatial unit and influence of the scale on the
research methods and results.

Remote sensing data interpretation covers a range of processes such as abstrac-
tion, classification and generalization by which land cover data are extracted based
on classification systems. Di Gregorio and O’Brien (2012) argue that for land cover
mapping and all other disciplines producing two-dimensional representations of the
earth surface, the classification scheme appears in a specific database in the form of a
legend. A legend can, therefore, be defined as the application of certain classification
criteria (classification rules or classes) in a specific geographical area, using a defined
mapping scale and a specific dataset.

The main discussion and question that is still opened in connection with land
cover research and application is related to the harmonization and integration of the
existing classification systems. Currently there is no internationally accepted refe-
rence land cover classification. In this connection, ontology based semantic systems
are developed for describing the various taxonomies (classification systems) in land
cover domain.
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